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From the Head

Dear Families,
While it certainly doesn't feel like spring is
here, we are breezing into spring events!

Achievement Testing

The week of April 14-18 is Achievement
Testing week. The Stanford 10 tests will be
administered to all students. This is a stressful
time for some students, so please help your
child(ren) relax, get plenty of sleep, eat a good
breakfast, and bring NON-SUGARY snacks and a
good lunch. We usually receive the result of the
testing in early June and will mail them to you
upon our receipt.

Alumni Reunion

A pizza party for our former students who
are now in high school will be held on Friday,
April 27, at the Lake House in Crystal Lake
Park. This annual event is one of my favorites--
an opportunity to see and talk with the grown-up
children from our past. We hope to see more
than 75 of these sophomores, juniors, and
seniors.

Summer Math Review Books

At this time of year, I order/put together
summer math review books for our students.
Please let me know BY April 18 if you want one
for your child. We can't guarantee books for
students who request them after this date.

Grandparent/Special Guest and Founder's Day for

Elementary Students

Our annual celebration of the importance of
grandparents or other special adults in our
elementary students' lives will be on Friday, May
2, from 1-3. We will gather in the multipurpose
room for an all-school assembly before returning
to classrooms for additional activities. Due to
major scheduling difficulties, the middle school
students will be doing their annual exploration
day in Chicago on the 2nd. Their grandparents
are invited to come and visit at any time.

Congratulations

Congratulations to our C-U Optimist
Challenge Award winners! Kyle Knox was
honored in Science, Valerie MaKri in
Humanities, and Chris Bauer in the Arts.
Nominees for these awards were from all over
the twin cities.

Congratulations also to our 2/3 chess team
(Rachel Hong, Matthew Niehans, Grace
Qiu, and Matthew Zhang) and our upper
elementary team (Anshul Adve, Masashi
Azuma, Kenny Miller, Lyle Regenwetter
and Robert Stavins) for taking first place and
second place trophies respectively in the recent
Champaign-Urbana Scholastic Chess
Tournament.

Job Openings

It's that time of year again when we have to
acknowledge departures. Sadly for us, Ana
Dillman and Mary Breault plan to join their
husbands who have relocated to San Francisco
and Madison, WI, respectively. These openings
and appropriate applications are posted on our
website. If you know any good candidates who
would fit well into our program and community,
please invite them to visit the school and
download an application.

Karl Goetze, our Latin teacher, will be in
Greece next year, so our Latin teacher from two
years ago, Matt Brown, will be returning to
teach the Latin classes.

Thanks

Thank you to our dynamic “arts” team of
Kim File, Chris Lukeman, and Katrina
Widholm as well as the classroom teachers for
putting together art displays, and a very creative
presentation of “Living Art.” Our celebration of
the arts on March 30 was well-attended and much
enjoyed!

Thank you to Donna Arends for bringing
Dave-the-Math Dog to perform at our March 14
assembly. After Dave amazed us with his
computational skills, the Countryside Math
Counts team made Dave an honorary member of
the team.

And thanks to all of you for your continued
support of your children and our school!
Hopefully we will all be enjoying warm
temperatures and sunshine soon!

Cathie Webber



Admissions Report

We have admitted a lovely group of
kindergarten students for next year, as well as
new students at various elementary grade levels.
There are very limited openings still available in
a few lower grades.

Our attention is now turning to Middle
School. Qualified applicants are already coming
in for day-long visits this month. The official
deadline for applications was this past Monday,
but we will be accepting applications until all
spaces are filled.

Thank you to all our students who are acting
as hosts for the visitors! You really help make
our applicants feel comfortable on their visit
day.

Judy Kaplan

Development News
(No article wassubmittedor thisissue.)
Audrey LeGrande

Communications Update

We are going to be upgrading our website and
adding a photo gallery! We are looking for
photos of Countryside events (Living Art Show,
field trips, Chinese class performances, classroom
presentations, etc.) If you have just a few
photos, please e-mail them to me at
kfeddersen@countrysideschool.org, or if you
have many, submit them on a disk at the front
desk.

Help us to promote our Summer Programs!
Countryside summer programs have always been
open to the public, not just to our students, but
much of the community does not know this.
Again this year we would like to promote our
June classes with yard signs. Please consider
putting one up on your lawn--especially if you
live in an area with many school-age children.
E-mail me if you are willing to display one. We
appreciate your help getting word out about our
great summer program.

Kristin Feddersen
Communications Director

K/1

April . . . Can it really be? It seems that at
the beginning of the school year there is so much
time ahead, and then, all of a sudden, it seems we

are planning our final unit. Time really does fly
when one is having fun!

Space . . . Our Final Frontier! During the
months of April and May we will be going where
no Kindergartener or First Grader has gone
before--unless, of course, they were young
astronauts once upon a time! We will begin the
study of the universe soon, and we can hardly
wait! We’ll design and build a space vehicle and
travel to all of the planets in our solar system.
Maybe we will even discover a new planet!
Enthusiasm and daring adventures with young
imaginative minds are essential when studying
space. Inside the K/1 classroom we have no
shortage of these attributes! The spaceship, we
hope, will be one the students can actually enter,
while at the same time serving as an interactive
learning center. Tune in next month for an
update on the children’s development of their
own flying machine and what amazing adventures
they’ve taken and what sights they’ve seen! It is
sure to be an out-of-this-world April!

Stacy Kirby and Arin Cox

2/3

As springs rains return with the promise of
warmer weather, April is the perfect month to
begin our unit on Seasons and Seasonal Cycles in
Science. The 2/3 students will learn how seasons
are caused by the tilt of the earth's axis, and we
will discover what is happening with animals and
plants during each of the four seasons.

In Social Studies our class will journey long
and far with the likes of Daniel Boone and Lewis
and Clark to study the beginnings of Westward
Expansion in America. We will address essential
questions surrounding this time period that deal
with reasons folks moved west, and the effects
this movement had on our young nation and its
varying people groups.

During Writer's Workshop the third graders
will write a story that effectively uses
personification. The second graders will
complete their three-paragraph essays, and they
will continue their study of adjectives and parts
of speech.

This month the 2/3 reading groups will read
Anneof GreenGables,RobinHood, TheSecrets
of Dripping Fang and The Time BikeBy the
end of April the third graders will begin a whole-
group book study of Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of
NIMH to prepare them for 4th grade literature
studies, while second graders will continue reading



in book groups.

Happy Spring!
Ana Dillman and Dawn Richman

4/5

We are getting involved in the genre of
Science Fiction this month! As an example of a
science fiction film, we watched the classic, The
Day the Earth Stood StilFor the reading
portion of the Science Fiction genre, the class
will be divided into two book groups. The fourth
graders will read a fun and lighthearted story
called The WonderfuFlight to the Mushroom
Planetby Eleanor Cameron. The fifth graders
will study Journey to the Centre of the Earth
famous classic by Jules Verne. Following the
reading portion of this genre, each student will
write his/her own science fiction story.

Once they have finished viewing the
adventurous and scientific episodes of The
Voyage of the Minteries, the students will begin
working collaboratively in their oceanographic
research teams. They will design underwater
cities on the ocean floor, where they can “live”
and carry out their specific research projects. In
addition, we will explore a hands-on activity with
cooking oil and water to help learn about the
messiness of oil spills. The students will learn
details about the various zones in the ocean and
will create a mural to show the life in each zone.
Our ocean unit will end with a seafood feast!

During Social Studies, the 4/5 students will
compare some important features among world
religions. Everyone in the class will engage in
research, primarily based on our social studies
textbook. Student teams will complete
informative posters and present them to the
class. By the end of the month, we will begin a
study of comparative governments and prepare
for a series of lively mini-simulations!

Janet Brickey, Kathy Eckstein,
and Sharon Henson

Math News

Mrs. Cox’s Math Group

Come on down to Space Station, a newly
developed town with many shops that are sure to
hold a treasure for you! During the month of
March the kindergarten mathematicians were
busy at work mastering money skills, from coin
identification and coin value to adding and
subtracting different amounts. This month they
are ready to put their money skills to the test by

becoming shopkeepers and opening small
businesses within their mini town. Like any other
town, this town will have something for
everyone, from a toy store that sells 'out of this
world' toys, to a sweet shop that will leave your
taste buds exploding to outer space! K/1 families,
keep an eye out for an invitation welcoming you
to Space Station and the grand opening of its
shops! Come ready to make purchases and put
these shopkeepers to work!

Mrs. Dillman’s Math Group

Our class will complete a unit on
measurement this month. Both the Standard
System and the metric system will be explored.
We will measure our heights, our arm spans, and
how far we can jump in centimeters and inches.
We will weigh objects in ounces on spring scales
and compare the weights of different objects
using balance scales. Our measurement unit will
end with a study of measuring the capacity of
both dry and wet materials.

Mrs. Eckstein’s Math Group

As April begins, our math group will explore
usage of exponents, scientific notation,
computations with positive and negative
numbers, and following order of operations. In
April, we will also continue working with a
variety of graphs, and we will plot ordered
number pairs on a coordinate grid. The class will
also begin to prepare its $1,000,000 projects this
month!

Mrs. Henson’s Math Group

The first part of the month will be spent in
completing our study of fractions. Then we will
begin a fun simulation called MathQuest. The
students work in groups to gain experience using
six different problem-solving strategies. The
students earn travel dots by accurately solving
problems that allow them to move along a path
to a treasure chest filled with gold.

Mrs. Kirby’s Math Group

It’s the month of April already? Wow! How
the year is flying by. I guess it is true what they
say, “Time flies when you are having fun!”
Speaking of “time”, we will be spending much of
our time during the month of April learning to
tell time. We will be practicing telling time first
to the five minute intervals and then to the




minute. We will also spend a little time working
on math problems involving elapsed time. This is
definitely one area in math that still seems to
stump most of our math group, so it will be a fun
unit to tackle together.

Towards the end of the month we will be
spending a few weeks working on geometry. The
children will be learning the names of some
shapes new to them (i.e. trapezoid) and will be
exploring the world of three-dimensional shapes.
We will also work to recognize and name simple
line segments and play “connect the dots” to
form some shapes!

The month of April also brings about a
major Science unit in our class. Our class will be
spending the afternoons studying space, so we
will be incorporating this fun unit into our math
lessons throughout the month. The children will
be measuring how far they can jump on Earth
and then figure how far they would have jumped
on the moon. They will also be comparing the
number of moons different planets have, and we
will be looking at some very large place values.
We will also look at distances measured in outer
space--these BIG numbers are always fun! And
the children will have the chance to work at
many different space-themed math centers.

Mrs. Richman’s Math Group

This month we will move onto our unit on
fractions. The students have a good basic
understanding of fractions and what they mean,
and we will build on that by finding equivalent
fractions and putting fractions in lowest terms.
This is always fun because the children already
know some equivalencies but don't know the
operations used to create them. It's exciting to
see the light click on when they discover how
easy it can be! This is also a unit where it is
important to have multiplication and division
fact families memorized; it's much easier to
convert fractions when one can recognize fact
families. We will also add and subtract fractions.

Ms. St. Clair’s Math Groups
Aliens have landed in our Pre-Algebra

classroom! Well, not really, but we are discussing
the probability of that and other (un-)likely
events happening via a short unit on probability.
By the end of the unit, students will understand
the difference between relative frequency and
probability, mutually exclusive events, and Venn

Diagrams.

In Algebra, we are well on our way through
a fundamental, traditional chapter on
polynomials. Students are learning the FOIL
method for multiplying binomials, how the
Distributive Property is applied several times
when multiplying polynomials, and the different
degrees and uses for polynomials. We are also
refining our problem-solving skills by setting up
polynomials in word problems.

Advanced Math students are covering a
wonderful chapter on the Pythagorean Theorem.
Although a familiar topic to most students at this
level, some of the problems in these lessons are
tough! We have proved the converse of the
Pythagorean Theorem (do you remember how it
goes?), and we will be looking at the formula in
three dimensions. The Trimester III project has
currently been assigned--many wonderful ideas
are circulating!

Mrs. Wilken’s Math Group

Last month our class celebrated Pi Day with
pie and circle games. We completed our
Geometry unit after learning many vocabulary
terms and mastering many angles. Keeping a
positive attitude, our class is presently exploring
negative integers. We have discussed absolute
values and are learning how to add, subtract,
multiply, and divide negative integers. Games and
probabilities will be the focus of our next unit.

Middle School
| LWW

spring when the world is mud-
liciousthelittle
lame balloonman

whistles far and wee
and eddieandbill come
runningfrom marblesand
piraciesanditOs

spring

when the world is puddle-wonderful . . .
--¢. €. cummings

Spring has sprung! Did you know that April
is National Poetry Month? Sixth grade students
are about to begin a poetry unit. Students will



learn about the elements of poetry, do some
poetry analysis, and write several poems of their
own along the way. As a culminating project,
students will create lively personal poetry
anthologies. It’s always a treat to explore classic
and contemporary poems, and even students who
think they don’t like poetry often find that this

is their favorite unit of the year.

Seventh and eighth graders continue to
read and discuss Harper Lee’s To Kill a
Mockingbird,one of my all-time favorite novels.
Along with its wonderful characterizations and
powerful themes, this book is also a treasure
trove of challenging vocabulary words! Students
are currently quite intrigued with the character of
Boo Radley, and have not yet begun to delve into
the story of Tom Robinson and Mayella Ewell.
We will be reading, discussing, and writing about
the novel for the next several weeks.

Why not celebrate spring with a poem or
two of your own?

Mary Breault

Social Studies

As April showers rain, the Ancient
Civilizations class will continue a study of the
African continent. Our historical focus will rest
on the civilizations of Ghana, Zimbabwe, South
Africa, and many east-coast trading cities.
Drawing upon our knowledge of the continent's
physical characteristics, students will study the
peoples of Africa to determine how geography
and culture interact. Cultural characteristics,
trade patterns, and the influence of geography on
the lives of societies will form the central
categories of exploration.

April finds students in U.S. History and the
World steeped in the politics and history of the
Cold War. Early in the month, we shift from an
international to a more domestic perspective as
students explore the struggles and conflicts of the
time. Students will examine the various strategies
groups have used to expand Civil Rights in
America. The tradition of protest and
expectation of freedom that emerge during this
time will be discussed through several American
perspectives including those of women's groups,
immigrant laborers, and African-Americans in
the Black Power movement.

Science

As students finish up their unit on
electronics, they have become experts on using

our classroom circuit boards and components.
They have practiced tracing electron paths and
converting project pictures into schematic
drawings similar to those drawn by electricians.
They have also learned about the essential link
of transistors to almost all small and large
electronics and computers. As well, they
discovered that one of the inventors of the
transistor, John Bardeen, who worked for Bell
Labs at the time, was later a physics professor at
the University of Illinois and has won two Nobel
Prizes.

Students should be working on their Spring
Trimester Challenge, “Mail It,” which will be
tested on Thursday, May 1. Using a single rubber
band, students will design and build a free standing
delivery system to send a written message at least
fifteen feet. Regulation rubber bands are available
from Ms. Stambaugh any time.

The final MOS, My Own Science, turn in is
May 9. Students must earn 80 points this
trimester.

Marty Stambaugh

Art

The Arts Show was a big success! I hope that
you were able to attend!

I want to thank all of the teachers who
helped me set up for the Arts Show! I especially
want to thank Mrs. Brickey for her help weekly
with my 4/5 art class and with her help setting up
for the show!

The students in 2/3 will discuss and look at
Typography and the differences between written
languages and alphabets around the world. We
will discuss different type styles, then students
will create their own nameplate by drawing their
name in a bubble type, and coloring and
mounting it on construction paper. Students will
also take a closer look at the famous artists
Remington and Kandinsky and create art inspired
by their work.

This month the 4/5 class will be taking a
closer look at Surrealism and creating their very
own mixed media collage by using found images
and their drawing skills. The students will also
take a look at sculpture and create their own out
of colored wire.

This is the first month for me to work with
the 6th grade. I am excited to get to know the
students and to teach them more about art! We
will begin with a discussion about what art is and
the materials and objects that artists use and



produce. Each student will be asked to draw a
self-portrait of himself or herself in a favorite
place doing a favorite activity. This is a good
way for students to get their creative juices
flowing and for me to get to know a little bit
more about them! We will take a close look at
different artists and art movements this quarter
and work with a variety of materials. One of the
first artists we will study is Pablo Picasso!

It promises to be a fun and creative spring at
Countryside School! I look forward to working
with your talented and creative children!

Katrina S. Widholm

Foreign Languages
Spanish

Games are our favorite method in K/1 to

introduce and reinforce vocabulary. We've been
playing bingo with foods and family members
lately. First graders are also learning some lessons
from Muzzyon DVD. Second graders are building
their family vocabulary as they draw and describe
their family members, while the third graders
have been using our popular concentration game
to help them learn lots of new action verbs.

Fourth graders have learned “how you feel”
and “where you are” always use the verb estarO
and are indeed doing that in Spanish while using
expressions of location. Fifth graders are
wrapping up their study of food and healthy
activities and reviewing all three types of regular
verbs. We'll soon be adding some common
irregular ones as we move on to studying
families.

Middle School 1B students are also talking
about families and celebrations along with the
many uses of the verb tener,expressing
relationships and showing possession. The Middle
School 2 class can describe homes and chores
around the house. They can also give informal
commands and express actions in progress.
Middle school students will soon begin the long
anticipated mystery ;Eres toe Mar'a?

Hastaluego,
Sefiora McWilliams

Latin

Salvete omnes,
Nuntia bona malaquefirst, the sad news:
the ancient world beckons and, alas with some

regret, I must answer. Educational opportunities
in Italy and Greece have arisen for me in the
upcoming months, which unfortunately will
necessitate my early departure from Countryside
this year and preclude my return next. [ have
been offered (and Cathie Webber has been kind
enough to allow me to accept) a teaching
assistant position for the UIUC History
Department's study abroad class in Rome, Italy,
this summer (Hist 396). While I am very excited
about this opportunity to study and teach in
Rome this summer, unfortunately I will need to
leave on May 11th and therefore will miss the
last two weeks of Countryside's school year.

Also, I have been admitted to the American
School of Classical Studies in Athens for the next
academic year. I'm extremely excited and
honored by this opportunity. I'll be living,
studying and traveling throughout Greece from
September to June 2009, seeing many of the
ancient sites, participating in an archeological
dig, and doing research in the school's excellent
libraries. As such, I will not be able to return to
Countryside next year.

The good news is that Mr. Matt Brown, an
experienced former Countryside Latin teacher,
will be replacing me in May and will be
continuing as Countryside's Latin teacher next
year. Matt completed his M. A. in Classics in
2006, and he is currently in his first year of law
school at UIUC. He taught Latin at Countryside
during the 2005-2006 school year and many of
our middle school students already know him
well. He's a friend of mine, a good guy, and an
excellent teacher. I know I leave the Latin
program in competent hands.

Lastly I'd like to thank all the fantastic
faculty, parents, and students at Countryside
whom I'll miss and from whom I have learned so
much. This has been an enlightening experience,
which I'll never forget. I hope I can return at
some point and share some of what [ will learn in
the Mediterranean this next year.

Valete,
Karl Goetze

Chinese

What fun we had at our Chinese Celebration
on March 6! Our students had done an amazing
job in carefully creating, practicing, and
delivering the program. Thank you for your
participation at this event.

In K/1 classes, we are working on



consonants, conversation about first names and
last names, and, as usual, reviewing the lessons
learned. In April, we will continue to study
consonants and the combination of consonants
and vowels.

We are working on a lesson called “Our
Home” in the 2/3 classes. Our second graders
made a rap song out of this lesson. Dylan
counted the beats in Chinese; Sam beat the drum,;
and Elizabeth, Julia, Mallika, and Michael rapped
in an engaging performance. The third graders
expressed an interest in creating their own play. |
think this is a great idea, and we will do so this
month.

Our 4th, 5th, and MS Chinese 1 classes are
learning a lesson about Grandmother and
Grandfather. They are studying a total of 21 new
characters in this lesson. They will have a test on
this material in April.

MS Chinese 2 continues to study a lesson
about inviting friends for a meal. They will be
tested on this lesson’s new words, and then we
will be learning Lessons 10 and 11 about spring.

We also spent some time learning to write
calligraphy. Students seem to enjoy this activity
very much—and so do I. In April, we will
continue to use the brush to explore painting.

Sho-Yin Chen-Berry

Music

It was very gratifying to see our students all
contributing creatively and expressively to their
individual class presentations of Living Art. We
were all very proud of what they came up with,
and we know that their experience of being part
of the artwork and the music will always be
something they fondly remember. I'll refer you
to Mrs. Lukeman's article for specific comments
of appreciation, but would like to add my thanks
to all our instrumentalists who performed during
the art show. I'm continually amazed by how
beautifully and how advanced our students play!

We settled back into some regular routines
in the music classroom this week, a welcome
return after the program rehearsals of the last
month. We will be working in most classes on
our mallet technique on the barred instruments.
We'll then be learning some rather complex
ensemble pieces that combine either percussion,
singing, recorder, or possibly all three. Our
younger K-1 group will also be playing the barred
instruments this month and creating their own
melodies and harmony. In addition we'll welcome

Spring (if it ever warms up) with some springish
new songs.
Kim File

Physical Education

Spring is here (hopefully)! And this means
great things in the P.E. world. We have started
our kickball and softball units. We will start
preparing for the Presidential Physical Fitness
tests throughout the month. [ hope all students
will work to improve on the performances from
last year.

Later on this month we will have our kick
off assembly for our Hoops for Heart campaign.
This is to raise money and, most importantly,
awareness for heart disease. Heart disease affects
many families in the world, and we hope our
program will increase our knowledge of Heart
disease.

Please feel no pressure to donate any
money, but remember every little amount helps.
Thank you, and GO, COMETS!

Josh Clark

Moventure
CharlotteO¥veb

TERRIFIC! That was SOME PLAY!!
Congratulations to the 6th grade cast and crew of
CharlotteOs WebY our hard work, determination,
dedication, enthusiasm, and positive energy made
the performance a SMASHING SUCCESS! It was
such a joy to see the characters develop during
rehearsals. I am so proud of each and every one
of you. BIG thanks go to Larry and Alaina
Kanfer for providing such an awesome slide
presentation. Larry, your work is AMAZING! 1
would also like to thank the parents who
provided and organized the cast pizza party.

That was a very special treat!
Chris Lukeman and Philbert
Living Paintings and Art Show

I am still in awe thinking back to last Sunday
afternoon. The “Living Paintings” performance
and Art Show were simply INCREDIBLE! We
were so proud of each child’s contribution and
unique class interpretation of the gorgeous
masterpieces.

I especially liked the comment made by
Kristin Fedderson, which was: “This performance
is truly what Countryside School represents.” I
couldn’t agree more! Thanks to Kim and Katrina
for being such an incredibly gifted team to work




with! The creative brainstorming sessions were a
blast! Thanks to all the teachers for all your love
and support. You have such crazy schedules, and
we appreciate your giving up your Sunday
afternoon to help supervise the cast. Thanks to
Susan Richardson for organizing the slides of
each painting. Thanks to Sandra Piester, Binky,
and the “cookie crew” for all your help with
refreshments. Thanks to Mr. Clark for putting
up and taking down the stage! Thanks to Mr. File
and Mr. Lukeman for all your help behind the
scenes . . . and you, too, Jonathan File! Thank
you to Kathy Eckstein for filling in for Carol
Burnett. You are a rising star! Thanks to all the
parents for helping with costumes. Finally,
thanks to Mrs. Webber, for being such an
incredible mentor and for providing such a fun,
creative, and stimulating environment for our
students.

Chris Lukeman

Extended Day

(No article wassubmittedor thisissue.)
Deanna Barthel and Devin Richardson

Thank you to:

*  FEric Bina for extra time on our website and
for coming in early Monday morning to help
clean up after the Art Show.

*  To all the parents who (spontaneously and
graciously) helped put away chairs after the Art
Show.

Transportation Reimbursement

Parents and guardians of students who live
over 1 1/2 miles from school may now sign up
for transportation reimbursement. Please be
prepared to give your social security number and
the number of miles you drive from your home
to Countryside School. If you live within 1 1/2
miles from school, please call the office to find
out about the extra steps you need to take to
qualify for the State Transportation
Reimbursement for Parents and Guardians.

Lost and Found

We encourage you and your child to sift
through our Lost and Found pile. There is a wide
array of designer clothes and items waiting to be
claimed.



