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February 2008

From the Head

Dear Families,

Be our guest! In February we open up our
school for visitors. Prospective elementary
families visited on Thursday, February 7.
Prospective middle schoolers (including our
current fifth graders) and their families are
invited to a February 12th meeting at 7 p.m. to
learn about the Middle School program and to
talk with those teachers.

Be our guest at the 2008 Invention Fair!
Come see and learn about more than 80 exciting
and innovative ideas developed by some very
hardworking young inventors at our all-school
fair on Sunday, February 24, from 2:00-3:30
p-m. Feel free to bring family and guests!

If you were our guest at the recent 15th
Anniversary Gala Auction, we thank you! It was
a lovely event that, while the final numbers
aren't in, appears to have raised a significant
amount for our endowment. [ am grateful to our
Director of Development, Audrey LeGrande,
and her committee (Jenny Bartlett, Jamie
Driver, Rachel Gandhi, Pam Knox, JJ
Miller, Celeste Ross, Monica Samii, Chris
Standley, and Wendy Tang) for their many
hours of planning and creative execution.

More thanks to:

* Nancy Makri, Prasanta Kalita, Sandhya
Patel, and Sandra Piester for the delicious
lunch for faculty and staff during conferences

» Jane Quinlan (alumni parent and former
board member) for facilitating the Strategic
Planning Retreat and Cindy Duffy (alumni
parent) for her assistance

»  Cathy Leipold for providing CPR training
to faculty and staff

* Jamie Driver, Greg Muchnik, Amy
Freund, and Kim Ganatra, our Parent
Ambassadors at the Elementary Information
Night

Remember to get your MidYear Evaluation
Forms in to me (hard copy or online) soon! Your
feedback is very important to us as we plan for
the future! Thank you!

Happy Valentine's Day to all!
Cathie Webber

Admissions Report

We had a very successful Elementary
Information Meeting last night, meeting lots of
families interested in admission next fall. Many
thanks to our parent ambassadors, who fielded so
many questions, and our teachers, who did a
fantastic job setting up their classrooms and
explaining their program. We continued our child
care component, called “Milk, cookies, and story
time,” for children ages 3-8. The kids had a great
time while their parents heard from the K/1 and
2/3 teachers. A special thanks is due to Kristin
Feddersen, our new Director of Communications,
for her expert organizational skills in
coordinating the many aspects of the meeting.

Our next information meeting will be
Tuesday, February 12, at 7 p.m. for prospective
middle school families. [ want to thank all of our
4th-8th grade families for helping us spread the
word about this event. This is a great
opportunity for your friends to come learn more
about our middle school program.

Please remember that the due date for
elementary applications (K-5) is February 28.
Middle School applications are due March 31.
Any applications received after the due date are
considered on a space-available basis only.

Reminder--your contract and first payment
for next year must be submitted by March 15. If
you are applying to Uni or relocating, please
submit the appropriate page, so that we know of
your intention.

Judy Kaplan

Development News

Thank you to everyone who helped make
the 15th Anniversary Gala a truly wonderful
evening. Many of the founders and first families
of Countryside came to remember the past and
celebrate the future. We also had several alumni
students and families return to support the school
that has given them so much. It is a true
testament to Countryside to have so many
continue to return. I would also like to thank the
Auction Committee. Chris Standley, Jamie



Driver, Pam Knox, Celeste Ross, Monica Samii,
Jenny Bartlett, JJ Miller, Rachel Gandhi, and
Wendy Tang worked for months to plan the
wonderful event. All proceeds benefit
Countryside's Endowment Fund, which will see
Countryside into the future and ensure we will be
putting “Joy in Learning, Excellence in
Education” for years to come.

Audrey LeGrande

Communications Update

As the new Director of Communications, |
would like to introduce myself. I am the parent
of both a 4th grader and a 1st grader here at
Countryside School. I served on the Countryside
Board for four years, volunteered as the chair of
the Marketing Committee last year, and helped
to originate and organize our annual Community
Open House the past three years. Indeed, I am
passionate about the wonderful education and
experiences the school provides.

This new part-time position consolidates
tasks done previously by many staff members
and volunteers into one role. We plan to
continue promoting the school and making the
community aware of our outstanding programs.
We also plan to update our website, plan next
year's Open House, and finally achieve many of
the ideas Board Committees developed
previously but did not have the time to
implement.

Beginning last month, we promoted another
successful Elementary Information Night (held
last night) and have our Middle School
Information Night this coming Tuesday,
February 12, at 7 p.m. Please tell your friends
who might be interested in our middle school of
this event and help us spread the word about our
wonderful school!

Kristin Feddersen

K/1

February will be a busy month for our class as
it completes the many exciting projects planned!
Throughout January our class studied the Ancient
Egyptian Civilization. We worked hard to bring
this historical time to life in our class. We built a
16-foot tall pyramid, big enough for many of our
little mummies to explore! We made gold
treasure boxes, gold and turquoise jewelry, and
Egyptian collars. We also created a few friendly
camels and a sphinx to guard the pyramid. During

the early part of February, there will be a few
more "Egypt" projects to complete.

February also brings about one of our
favorite class projects--our Valentine's Day
Party. This party is a project because the
children plan it! The children will serve on one
of three committees: decorations, games, or
refreshments. The committees will then meet
and decide exactly what they want their party to
be like. The Decorations Committee usually
works very hard to transform our classroom into
a sea of pink and red; the Games Committee
usually not only thinks up new games but then
creates them! Last, but not least, the
Refreshments Committee has the fun job of
deciding and creating our special Valentine's Day
treats! The children will spend just a week on
these committees preparing for this special day!

Believe it or not, there is still more that
February holds! Every other year our school
holds an Invention Fair. The kindergartners and
first graders will work with their peers to create a
wonderful new invention. Mrs. Cox will guide or
be guided by the kindergartners in their creation,
and Mrs. Kirby will help the first graders. Each
group will first meet and brainstorm possibilities
for its inventions. Then, the groups will each go
about trying to bring this invention to life
through writings, drawings, creations, or
demonstrations. The Invention Fair will be held
Sunday, February 24, from 2-3:30 p.m. It should
be exciting to see what the kiddos dream up!

We look forward to this busy and productive
month!

Stacy Kirby and Arin Cox

2/3

The second and third graders are moving
forwards--and backwards! In Science, they are
looking to the future as they work on their
inventions for the Invention Fair. As they work
in their groups, they are learning a structured,
scientific method to work through scientific
problems and how to “think outside the box.”
They began by thinking of “pesky problems” and
proposing solutions to these problems. They
then chose one problem and developed an
invention that would resolve that problem. As
they create their invention, they have had to use
analytical thinking as well as trial and error to
make their invention work. After making a
prototype of their invention, they will draw a
detailed and labeled diagram, an advertisement



complete with a handy slogan, and a market
analysis to see whether people would actually
purchase and use their invention. We hope that
you will be able to come to the Invention Fair on
February 24 to see the fruit of their labor.

In Social Studies, the students have moved
back in time to the early days of colonial
America. This month, they will be learning about
the stirrings of discontent among the colonists
and how these feelings began our fight for
freedom. They will learn about the events that
led to the writing of the Bill of Rights as well as
the Boston Tea Party. As they look into the
past, they will discover the important
contributions of early Americans, such as Paul
Revere, Benjamin Franklin, and George and
Martha Washington.

In Reading, we have begun new book groups
covering a wide variety of themes. On Mondays
and Wednesdays, students are meeting to discuss
The Egypt Game and The Apple and the Arrow.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, students are meeting
to discuss The Cay and Molly’s Pilgrim. Please
check with your child to see which book group he
or she is in and to remind him or her to do the
chapter reading as well as any written follow-up.

In Writer’s Workshop, now that students
have a basic understanding of what a paragraph
is, the second graders will be working on writing a
three-paragraph essay. In addition, they will
continue to explore their creativity through
personal choice writing. The third graders have
finished their five-paragraph expository essay
and will move on to narrative writing. They will
develop their ability to create suspense and
foreshadowing, as well as character development
as they write their own version of Frosty the
Snowman.

Ana Dillman and Dawn Richman

4/5

Our students are studying poetry at school
while they are completing the writing portion of
the historical fiction genre independently. Fourth
graders are studying narrative poetry , and fifth
graders are learning more about lyric poetry.
Students are both reading and listening to a
variety of poetry, and they have been
encouraged to appreciate different styles and
authors. As part of studying poetry, the fifth-
grade students will make observations about

nature and people, and they will reflect on
thoughts and feelings prior to writing their own
lyric poetry for this unit. Before they write a
narrative poem, the fourth-grade students will
choose a category of humor, people, or an event.
They will then plan out a setting, characters, and
a plot prior to composing the poem. Oral
interpretation is also a very important aspect of
this unit. For this reason, each child will choose
a poem that will be recited in class, accompanied
by props and/or a costume to bring more life to
the recitation.

In Social Studies, we have begun the study of
economics. Students are learning about the
interdependence of jobs that produce goods or
perform services. They also are learning about
global transactions involved in importing and
exporting goods. Students will practice skills in
using an atlas while we investigate the economies
of countries around the world. We will also
explore advertising as it relates to economics.

All 4/5 students are busy preparing individual
projects for the All-School Invention Fair, which
will be held on Sunday, February 24 from 2:00 to
3:30 p.m. Each child in our class will have the
opportunity to practice public speaking skills by
presenting his or her own project to the entire
class. Presentations to the 4/5 classmates will be
during Science period on February 11, 13, 15, and
20.

Having completed our unit on density of
liquids, we are also studying the science of heat
and heat transfer during February.

Janet Brickey, Kathy Eckstein,
and Sharon Henson

Math News

Mrs. Cox’s Math Group

The kindergarten math students started off
the month of February with a celebration! We
successfully completed our 100 day challenge by
finding numbers in magazines, newspaper, cereal
boxes, etc. and filled our 100 chart! Using our
self-made 100 chart as our guide, we will continue
to explore number patterns and begin examining
double digit numbers. We will also move from
measuring temperature to measuring length in
distance. We will explore many different units of
measurement using non-standardized units. No
matter how you measure paper clips and candy
hearts, math is sure to be lots of fun this month!

Mrs. Dillman’s Math Group



This month we are “shaping up” for our unit
on geometry! We have already been enjoying
many hands-on explorations using geoboards,
pattern blocks, tangrams, and attribute blocks.
Students will identify attributes of various
polygons, like triangles, rhombuses, pentagons,
decagons, and more. They will learn about lines
and line segments, and the term “parallel”. Last,
they will identify symmetrical shapes and create
symmetrical works of art.

Mrs. Eckstein’s Math Group

Among our activities in February, the Level
F math group will become more familiar with
making conversions among the interchangeable
notations of fractions, decimals, and percents.
The students are building competence in
comparing fractions with unlike denominators,
and they will also practice adding and subtracting
fractions and mixed numbers. Later in the
month, we will gain more experience with
preparing and interpreting data by constructing

and labeling bar graphs and circle (or pie) graphs.

In addition, experience in developing equations
for word problems continues to be an important
part of practice with mathematical concepts and
operations.

Mrs. Henson’s Math Group

As a culmination of our unit on decimals and
their uses, the students will receive their own
checkbooks containing “personalized” checks.
They will learn to correctly write checks and to
accurately record and tabulate their deposits and
withdrawals. We will then begin a fun unit that
will introduce the children to a wide variety of
different uses for grids (games, maps, graphs,
ledgers, theater seating charts, etc.). The students
will also explore rotations and the angles formed
by those rotations and will draw and measure
angles using both a full circle and half circle
protractor. Finally, they will learn about the
latitude and longitude coordinate system and then
visit Paris, France, as the next stop on their
World Tour.

Mrs. Kirby’s Math Group
We were all happy and warm through that

cold month of January. Throughout the month,
any day it was below freezing when math began,
we had hot chocolate during our quiet work time.
Due to the cold month, we had hot chocolate
almost everyday! It was a wonderful warm treat

to which we all looked forward, and it really
helped us get through that cold winter month.
Measuring temperature began a very large unit on
measurement that will continue throughout the
next few months. This month we will be learning
more about linear measurement and weight.

Throughout February parents might be seeing
some odd looking math papers coming home!
They might think these papers don't look like
math at all, but are papers with lots of strange
pictures on them. Well, it IS math. While we are
studying the ancient civilization of Egypt during
our Science and Social Studies time this month,
our math group decided to do some of our math
using the Ancient Egyptian number system. (It
was base 10--thank goodness!) The Egyptians
used symbols to represent ones, tens, and
hundreds, so it is actually excellent
reinforcement of place value for the children!
Not to mention, it is fun and serves as a
nice change for these kids who have been
practicing adding and subtracting all year long!

This month the children each have a Ground
Hog's Day math book on which to work. These
books were created for the children to practice
previously learned computation skills. The nice
thing about these books is that they are all
"custom" made, and the pages are different for
each child's skill level. And although we weren't
really happy about the "real" groundhog seeing
his shadow, many of the children actually love
their ground hog "packets" and ask to work on
them throughout the day.

This month we will also be doing some fun
Valentine's Day math activities. The children will
be estimating, rounding, and graphing candy
hearts. They will also receive MANY valentines
... with MATH problems on them. They will
spend their time opening valentines and working
through challenging math problems made just for
them. We will also play a Valentine addition
memory game and much much more.

Mrs. Richman’s Math Group

We are continuing our exploration of
measurement. The students have used a variety
of tools and hands-on activities to develop a
concrete understanding of what each unit
represents. One area of focus has been to
understand the units of the metric system and
how they compare to the standard units we
normally use. In addition, we have worked on
converting among units (32 ounces = 2 pounds,
5,000 milligrams = 5 grams). As the month



continues, we will focus on capacity, volume, and
elapsed time. We will finish off the month by
diving into one of the most fun units--geometry.

Ms. St. Clair’s Math Groups
This has been a big week in math! Pre-

algebra students completed their study of the
language of mathematics and the uses of variables
with a test last Wednesday. Our next unit will
cover solving algebraic equations involving
addition, multiplication, and division.

Algebra students also completed their unit on
linear equations, including slopes and lines. We
will spend the remainder of the trimester getting
our feet wet in the study of exponents, interest
rates, and exponential growth and decay.

In Advanced Math, project rough drafts are
due next week. Whoa! Just a reminder--students
are welcome to contact me by e-mail while they
complete their rough drafts; [ will certainly be
available this weekend to answer questions.
During class, we have been learning triangle and
polygon conjectures and using them to build
Greek arches.

If that's not enough, we have our
MathCounts competition this Saturday! Go,
Comets!

Mrs. Wilken’s Math Group

Our class has completed its study of ratios
and proportions. We focused on how to use this
skill in solving word problems. We are using this
skill to find percents and refining our skills in
making circle graphs. Our class is also working on
the techniques of converting from fractions to
decimals to percents. We will wrap up our
chapter on percents by studying interest rates
and sale prices because everybody loves a good
sale.

Geometry will be the subject of our next unit.
We will focus on exploring triangles and angles.

Middle School
LWW

Sixth grade students have just completed
their essay unit (whew!) and are now immersed in
the story of The Pearl. Based on an old Mexican
folktale, Steinbeck's seemingly simple parable
offers literary as well as life lessons. As we discuss
theme, foreshadowing, and symbolism, we are
also compelled to think about what matters most

in our own lives. The plot of The Pearl is simple,
its symbolism is striking, and its themes touch
upon the very heart of being human. (All that in
only 90 pages! No wonder the book is a classic.)

Seventh and eighth grade students are
immersed in Karen Hesse’s Out of the Dust, a
remarkable novel about the Oklahoma Dust Bowl
period. Written in intense, striking prose-poems,
it makes for a quick and compelling read. Hesse
makes the writing look easy, but as the students
labor over “poetic portraits” of their own
ancestors, they will begin to appreciate just how
challenging--and ultimately rewarding--the
narrative prose-poem form can be.

Exciting news to share: Seventh grader
Hannah Gottlieb-Graham has recently learned
that her short story, “The Nickname Game,” will
be published in Stone Soup, a nationally
distributed (and very highly regarded) literary
magazine for children. Look for her story this
spring in the May/June issue. Congratulations,
Hannah! We look forward to reading much more
of your work!

Mary Breault

Social Studies

This damp and chilly month finds the
Ancient Civilizations class completing a unit on
East Asian empires and dynasties. By mid-
month, students will be well versed in the many
ways governments and societies distribute power.
The class will then spring into a study of Muslim
culture and the organization of the Islamic
Empire. This unit explores the ancient
foundation, spread, and modern influence of
Islamic cultures in the world.

Early this month, students in U.S. and the
World will bid farewell to the World's second
War. By mid-month, students will be caught in
the whirlwind of Cold War foreign policy issues.
Through McCarthyism, economic and military
competition with the U.S.S.R., UN participation
in the Korean Conflict, and extended U.S.
involvement in Vietnam, students will watch the
relationship between the United States and the
World shift. The class will attempt to find the
heat in this cold war and determine the reasons
behind the extreme opposition to the expansion
of communism.

Michele O’Brien
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Student Reflections: The Food Bank

I have to admit, walking into a room and



being the only person under 30, was intimidating
... but I knew it was for a good cause. Our school
was invited to have a student and a teacher,
attend a recognition luncheon because it turned
out we had donated the most "per head" out of
other area schools to the Eastern Illinois Food
Bank. While speaking to representatives at our
table with Mrs. O'Brien, I learned a lot about the
Food Bank and its struggles. It is at its all-time
low in donations. It turns out, if a factory had
even just one item in a batch that had something
wrong with it, the whole case would be donated to
the agency. But now, technology has become
more accurate, so fewer and fewer cases are being
donated to the Food Bank. Since we were all so
successful with the last donation drive, I would
like to propose that we all continue this drive to
help our community members get the food they
need. Soon in the future, [ will be organizing this,
and I hope you all will support it once again.
Hannah Piester, 8th grader

Science

February is Invention Fair month! Students
are working hard on their projects and the
Invention Fair, which will be held on Sunday,
February 24, promises to be one of Countryside's
best. The students have so many fabulous ideas.
Since winter break they have each been working
to design or modify an existing invention, do
development research, conduct a market survey,
build a model, figure a cost analysis, and create an
oral presentation. Students will be giving these
oral presentations to their class the week of
February 19-22. To be as fair as possible with
presentation dates, students' names were
randomly drawn and assigned.

Meanwhile, students continue to march
through their Genetics unit. [ am very pleased
with their ability to grasp difficult concepts like
Independent Assortment and Segregation of
Alleles. Now that we are familiar with the
concepts of DNA, we will go more in-depth
studying its structure. Students will make a paper
DNA Model and match pairs of chromosomes in
a karyotyping activity to “diagnose” a patient.
Karyotyping is often used to study genetically-
linked diseases. We will also simulate a Gel
Electrophorysis technique using food coloring to
show how genetic labs isolate DNA for crime
evidence and paternity cases.

Marty Stambaugh

Art

February should provide a wonderful

opportunity for our students to showcase their
amazing artistic abilities! My art classes in grades
2,3, 4,5 and 7A will all participate in the
University of Illinois, Department of
Entomology Insect Art Contest. Students will
create a two dimensional piece that features
insects. The theme of this year’s contest is social
insects , which include bees, termites, ants, and
wasps. Students are encouraged to use reference
materials to inspire them to create their very

own unique composition. Emphasis is being
placed on looking at the physical characteristics
of insects and illustrating them creatively on a
well designed composition. The students’ artwork
will be on display at the Foellinger Auditorium
during its festival on Saturday, February 23.

As a part of our participation in the art
contest, the 2/3 class will be visited this month
by a representative from the Department of
Entomology. The representative will visit our
class during our art period and will explain what
an insect is, go through the life cycle of the
Tomato Hornworm moth, and allow the students
to hold some live insects and look at some others
in the collection.

The 4/5 class will explore portraiture. We
will take a look at some famous portraits and
discuss their unique characteristics. Students will
learn the basics of drawing the basic features and
proportions of the face. Students will then have
the opportunity to look in the mirror and try to
create their own realistic self-portrait!

The 7A class recently began its art class with
me. The students are a very talented group. We
are currently working on watercolor landscape
paintings. After we finish the entries for the
Insect Art Contest, we will work on a design
project where we will discuss the principles of
design and composition. Students will then design
a label for a 3D box for their very own cereal
brand!

Katrina S. Widholm

Foreign Languages
Spanish

If you want to talk about the weather,

there’s plenty to say these days, so the time is
right for most classes to brush up on and add to
their vocabulary of weather expressions.



Kindergartners get their first introduction to
“It’s raining, snowing, hot or cold.” They’re also
having fun with bingo with animals and a new
game for colors and shapes. First graders are
adding lots more weather talk, identifying
months and seasons and telling the dates of their
birthdays. The same goes for 2nd and 3rd, plus
they can distinguish between the uses of
expressions for weather and many idioms for
how a person feels--hot, cold, hungry, etc.

Fourth graders are good at using adjectives
and have mastered the concept of gender
agreement. They’ll be moving beyond infinitives
to using subjects and their appropriate verb forms
in sentences. Fifth graders have been talking
about planning leisure activities, using the verbs
estar and ir, and will soon be getting into the ever
popular topic of food.

The Middle School 2 class continues to learn
more ways to describe people and things--what
they are like, where they are, and how they feel--
while differentiating between the “to be” verbs
ser and estar. They’ll soon be adding
comparisons to their descriptions.

Middle School 1B students are adding to their
weather and seasons vocabulary as well. They’re
progressing from using the verb ir (to go) for
talking about leisure activities and places to go to
do them, to expressing those activities in future
time. Suppose they can tell you what the weather
is going to do?

Hasta luego,
Sefiora McWilliams

Latin

Salvete omnes,

I'd like to remind parents that there are very
good online resources available to your Latin
students, which the middle schoolers use in their
language lab, and which the 4th and 5th graders
use occasionally with me in their Latin classes.
Students can, and should, make use of these at
home to help prepare for chapter quizzes. For
4th and 5th graders using the Cambridge Latin
Course textbook, This website:
http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=clc”oa
_book1”intro
contains interactive text of the passages we're
reading. Each word in the passage is "clickable"
and provides the definition of the word when
clicked. As well, there are very good vocabulary
and grammar exercises that will strengthen the

skills students need for success in Latin.

For the middle schoolers, either of the
following websites can be used to study
vocabulary, grammar and syntax, which we are
currently covering in class:
http://abney.homestead.com/eccel.html
http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm
useaction=home.gotoWebCode&wcprefix=jtk
&wcsuftix=1000

Your students are familiar with these tools
and should know how to navigate to the
appropriate resources.

Valete,
Karl Goetze

Chinese

We had a great time at the Champaign Public
Library’s Chinese New Year Celebration! It was
good to join the community in an afternoon of
performance. And our students always make me
proud. Special thanks to Jenny and Luis Tian,
who are excellent teachers! They helped other
students prepare for the Taiji Kungfu Fan. This is
not an easy movement, and our middle school
students performed beautifully, in such a short
time too.

We will have our own celebration of learning
Chinese on March 6. This month we will prepare
for the celebration and review our lessons. Our
4th, 5th, MS Chinese 1 and 2 will be preparing
for an exam. The 4th, 5th, and MS Chinese 2
classes will be tested on the lesson of “Xue
Ren"—Snowman. They will also be tested on
their sentence making and reading skills. Parents
might help by asking their child to write the
vocabulary word and read the lesson to them.
Chinese 1 will be tested on vocabulary words
from Lesson 8, “Ge Ge"—Older Brother.
Parents, you might ask your child to share,
verbally or in writing, the characters that relate
to "mouth," "language," "hand," and "eye.” Also,
you might ask your child to tell you the
difference between the characters "Mei" and
“Jie.” (Mei is younger sister, "Jie"-older sister.)

I am looking forward to seeing you all on
March 6 at our own celebration: Shu Nian Xing
Da Yun—Great Fortune in the Year of Rat.

Sho-Yin Chen-Berry

Music

February finds us wishing for spring weather,
but we can warm things up a bit with a spicy salsa



tune or a few friendly Valentine songs. We'll also
be keeping our bodies moving as we work
together to create a body percussion rondo,
complete with instrumental accompaniment.

In the coming weeks we will also be
discussing and rehearsing our March 30th all-
school program that will involve everyone in a
grand celebration of the arts. We hope this year
to creatively showcase all our students in an
afternoon of music, movement, and visual art.
We'll give you all the details in our next
newsletter and let you know if there are specific
costuming needs. Until then, stay warm with
lively music choices and happy thoughts of
Spring!

Kim File

Physical Education

I hope everyone is enjoying the new year so
far. Our PE classes sure are. We are deep into our
basketball unit and having a great time. We take
occasional breaks for fitness and mini games, but
we are really enjoying learning the game of
basketball.

Our Comets basketball seasons have come to
an end. Both the boys’ and the girls’ teams
played extremely well throughout the season.
They improved tremendously and really had fun
all year long. Thanks to the parents for all their
help during the seasons! GO, COMETS!

Josh Clark

Moventure

(The Music section partially covers news about
Moventure activities being planned. No separate
article was submitted for this issue.)

Chris Lukeman

Extended Day

Extended Day is showing our love for . . . the
school! The kids have completed our most
recent project, and it is now on display in the
hallway. They were asked to contemplate on
what they love about our school. Ranking high
among the many answers were PE classes with
Mr. Clark and fun homework assignments! In
addition to this board, we've posted a picture
collage next to the water fountain. Be sure to
have a look!

This month Extended Day's projects will

continue to focus on the students' appreciation
for things around them--family, friends, teachers,
etc.

On a business note: when paying your
Extended Day bills, be sure to write checks to
Countryside School, and send the payment to
Vivian Carpenter or Deanna Barthel. Bills for
December and January will be sent out on
Monday, February 11.

Deanna Barthel and Devin Richardson

Transportation Reimbursement

Parents and guardians of students who live
over 1 1/2 miles from school may now sign up
for transportation reimbursement. Please be
prepared to give your social security number and
the number of miles you drive from your home
to Countryside School. If you live within 1 1/2
miles from school, please call the office to find
out about the extra steps you need to take to
qualify for the State Transportation
Reimbursement for Parents and Guardians.

Lost and Found

We encourage you and your child to sift
through our Lost and Found pile. There is a wide
array of designer clothes and items waiting to be
claimed.



