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FromtheHead

Dear Families,

“Good morning, students! This is Miss Bina.”
And so began the day for 6th grader Natalie Bina,
our first student Head for a Day. As a result of
the winning bid at our recent Gala Auction,
Natalie took over the reins for me on Friday,
February 22, and experienced a taste of life in
my office. Her report is below. Thanks, Natalie,
for being so hardworking, gracious, and fun!

I hope you enjoyed the creativity, hard
work, and showmanship of our students at the
recent Invention Fair. Over eighty fun and useful
inventions were featured as students
demonstrated their creative and critical thinking
skills. Thank you to everyone for the support
during the development of the projects and for
being such interested and enthusiastic fairgoers!

Last week (Feb. 27-29), Board Vice-
President, Jamie Driver, and I attended the NAIS
conference in New York City. Over 6,500
independent school personnel participated in the
conference. Internationally known speakers such
as Sir Ken Robinson and Daniel Pink inspired us
as they talked about the importance of creativity
and the development of “the right brain” in the
future. We also picked up good information and
tips in our governance and administration
workshops.

Many congratulations are in order! We are
very proud of the following students and their
teachers:

»  our Math Counts team, coached by math
teacher Natalya St. Clair, who won the
regional competition and are on their way to
State this weekend. Edo Roth, Arun Doogar,
George Ruan, Chelsea Edwards, Patrick
Wong, and Petra Rantanen represented us
very well! Edo took first place in the individual
competition and was the Countdown Round
winner. Good luck at State!

»  Chess players Anshul Adve, Sameer
Manchanda, and George Ruan, who will be
competing in state and national competitions.
George and Sameer took the 4th place team
trophy for Countryside in the Junior High
division at the Glenn Chess Tournament in

Bloomington on February 16th (even though
they were a team of only two students)! They
received 1st place and 3rd place overall.

*  Wei-Wei Su who won second place in the
category of Most Thematic (in keeping with the
festival's theme) in the University of Illinois
Insect Art Contest sponsored by the Department
of Entomology.

*  4/5 students among the top 50 winners in the
[llinois Environmental Protection Agency's
Environmental Pathways Poster, Poetry and
Prose Contest: Morgan Standley (poster) and
Kenny Miller (prose); Ellie Zimmerman
(poster) and Valerie Makri (prose) also
designated as Honorable Mention winners; Rex
Martens (poster) and Ryan Mondak (prose)
among the Top Twelve. All students will be
honored at an awards reception to be held in
Springfield on April 5.

» Jessica Goode who will be awarded, at the
all-school pizza party on March 14, the
President's Volunteer Service Award issued by the
President's Council on Service and Civic
Participation for the number of volunteer hours
she has given to the community.

As always, there are many to thank for the
everyday and special happenings at the school.
We deeply appreciate the parents who come and
help in the classrooms and who work on
committees to support the work of the school.
This month special thanks to:

* Alaina Kanfer and her committee including
Sharon Kuck, Celeste Ross, Monica Samii,
Amy Rappaport-Lo, Mike Regenwetter, and
Kenny Goode for organizing the Winter Event
at the Illini Union

» Kiristin Feddersen, Director of
Communications, for all of her work to prepare
for and promote the Information Nights and
other school events

» Sharon Henson and Marty Stambaugh
for organizing the Invention Fair

* Valerie Hotchkiss for bringing author Gary
Blackwood to speak to our students

Don't forget the Winter Family Event this
Sunday at the Illini Union from 2-4 p.m. It
promises to be great fun for all ages. I'm very
sorry to miss it, but will be attending, with others
from the staff, the piano concert of Zsolt
Bognar (an alum of Countryside) at Krannert.

Another date to mark on your calendar is
Sunday, March 30, when the music, art, and
performing arts departments come together to



present the all-school production “Living Art” at
the art fair from 2-4 p.m.

Progress Reports for the 2nd Trimester will
be sent out the week of March 10. Please sign
and return the envelope the next day. Thank
you!

Have a delightful Spring Break!
Cathie Webber

Fromthe OHeaaf School
for aDayO

When my dad came home from the school

auction and told me that he had won the
privilege for me to be Head of School for a day, I
was terrified! I did not like the idea of having to
make decisions or deal with behavioral problems.
But before long I was more than excited about
the experience. My friends and I had lots of fun
planning out things I probably couldn't even do-
such as declaring all-day study hall!

When the appointed day came, I didn't mind
having to get up really early. I also didn't mind
standing outside in the wind and snow, opening
car doors. I felt like I was experiencing a normal
school day, except from a different perspective.
But once classes began, I was very intimidated
with all the teachers asking me to make
decisions, such as where to have the etiquette
lesson and where to put storage boxes. I quickly
learned how much work it is to collect and
organize enrollment/re-enrollment forms! The
trickiest part of the day was constantly
wondering whether what was happening was
really happening, or was a setup to make my day
more interesting.

As the day went on, I learned a number of
things about how a school is organized and how
all the different parts work together to make the
whole. Overall, | had a great time, but [ am sure
that Mrs. Webber's job is usually a lot harder than
my day was.

Natalie Bina
Head for a Day

Admissions Report

The deadline for elementary applications was
last week, and we have a great group of
applicants at all grade levels. As we review the
applications, we will be inviting potential
students to spend some time with us.
Kindergarten applicants will attend a group

session this weekend. Applicants for grades 1-5
will visit for a day shortly after spring break. I
wish to thank in advance our current students for
being gracious hosts and hostesses to our visiting
applicants.

We had two very successful information
meetings in February and met many potential
new families. They were very enthusiastic as the
teachers talked about their classrooms, and 1
hope we will see a lot of them here next year. |
want to thank all our teachers as well as our
student guides for conveying their passion about
Countryside! And I also want to thank all our
families who spoke to their friends about our
program.

Middle school applications are due March 31.
After the application deadlines, we review new
applications only until all appropriate spaces are
filled.

Re-enrollment Reminder

For those students returning to Countryside
next year, re-enrollment contracts, along with
the first tuition payment, are due March 15.

For those families who have a student
applying to Uni, please turn in the form
indicating that your student is applying to Uni.
This form was mailed to you with the tuition
contract.

For those families who will be on sabbatical
or not returning next year, please return the
form indicating sabbatical or withdrawal. This
does not apply to current 8th grade students!

All of this information is needed and due by
March 15.

If you need another copy of these contracts
or forms, or if you have any questions, please
contact Vivian Carpenter at
carpent@countrysideschool.org

Judy Kaplan

DevelopmeniNews

Thank you again to everyone who supported
the 15th Anniversary Gala! It was a resounding
success, raising $18,000 for Countryside’s
Endowment Fund. Because of this generous
support, the Endowment Fund continues to grow.

Thank you to those who have given to the
Excellence Fund. We are well on our way to
reaching our goal and fulfilling the Board
Challenge, which was outlined previously in a



letter sent out to all families.

If you have not yet made your gift, please do
so soon! These gifts are used for programs and
items in the classroom. Your support plays a
vital role in the ongoing education of our
children and depth of programs we can offer
them. All children thrive and succeed at
Countryside, and part of the reason is the
Excellence Fund. Give today!

Audrey LeGrande

Communications Update

We are updating our web site and have some
wonderful Upcoming Events and Congratulations
posted on the home page. Please let me know if
your child receives an award or accolades for
something as we would like to recognize him or
her. Visit our web site to see what is happening!

Kristin Feddersen
Communications Director

K/1

During the month of March we will wrap up
(no point intended) our unit on Ancient Egypt.
In our studies of ancient Egypt we learned that
the Egyptians were among the first to make
"paper" from papyrus. Giving this a try, we tore
recycled paper into tiny pieces, soaked the bits in
water and used a blender to create pulp. We then
each had a chance to make homemade paper.
Homemade paper was turned into a beautiful
piece of art with our names printed in
hieroglyphs and mounted on matte board. Before
we depart from this amazing land and time
period, we will look for treasures hidden within
the stones and passageways of our pyramid.

Speaking of treasures, we will spend the week
prior to spring break celebrating St. Patrick's Day
by looking for leprechauns and our own little
pots of gold. Remember in this class, anything is
possible!

We will conclude March by beginning our last
unit of the school year (kleenex, please)!
Space . . . our Final Frontier! We will learn all
about our home planet, our solar system, and our
galaxy!

From Ancient Egypt to Outer Space, like we
said: Anything is possible!

Stacy Kirby and Arin Cox

2/3

As we continue our study of light and optics
in Science, we will take some time to experiment
with the colors of light. Students will combine
different light colors, and they will use a prism to
separate the colors that make up white light. Our
unit will end with a study of reflection and
refraction. We will learn about lenses and how
they bend light to change how things look, and
we will observe how light traveling through
different substances can affect how our eyes see
an image.

In Writer's Workshop the second graders will
write research essays on a topic of their choice.
Possible topics the second graders have discussed
thus far are ancient Egypt, Greek mythology,
hamsters, and rockets. Third graders are finishing
their snowman stories. They will soon begin
focusing on features commonly found in stories:
dialogue, character development, foreshadowing,
personification, and paragraphs in narrative
writing.

In Social Studies we are studying the lines and
songs to a very fun, musical play called The 13
Colonies History is coming to life as we follow
George and Martha Washington through the
colonial era to the Revolutionary War. The
children are having fun with the many jokes and
the lively songs, all the while learning about the
birth of our great nation.

In Reading the students have begun their
partner book groups. The children enjoyed
choosing their own books and planning out their
own schedules for this project. We will continue
the partner books until Spring Break, when
regular book groups will resume.

Ana Dillman and Dawn Richman

4/5

As part of our LWW genre, everyone in the
class has just finished reading the biography of an
interesting person in history. The students then
prepared an outline to distill key events in the
life of the subject of the biography. Finally, the
class is writing scripts to prepare for a class
“Living History Museum” featuring all of the
characters from the biographies that have been
read. Pairs of fourth-graders will portray the
subjects of their biographies through a dialogue,
and individual fifth-graders will present a
monologue spoken as the person featured in their
books. The Living History presentations will be
performed in the 4/5 classroom on Tuesday,
April 1, from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. Parents are



invited!

The skill of obtaining information from an
interview will be employed during the writing
portion of this genre. Each fourth-grade student
will interview a person, take notes, and write a
biography of that person. Each fifth-grade
student will write his/her own autobiography,
interviewing family members to learn specific
information about his/her early years.

In March, we will also begin our extensive
unit on Oceanography. The first activity is to
become familiar with the study of ocean life by
viewing some of the acclaimed episodes from The
Voyage of the Min#BS series. This program
features a research team aboard the Mimi, an
oceanographic research vessel. The researchers
study humpback whales in the North Atlantic.
Next, our class will work in its own teams to
research ocean locations, design submersibles, and
plan underwater cities where teams can live while
conducting ocean research.

Our class will continue an exploration of
comparative economics during March. Among
our activities, we will learn more about economic
conditions around the world. Each student is
utilizing a variety of reference materials to
perform research about the economic factors of
a specific nation. Students are taking notes and
preparing outlines to prepare for writing an
informational report. Following the individual
research, we will make some comparisons among
the countries.

Janet Brickey, Kathy Eckstein,
and Sharon Henson

Math News

Mrs. Cox’s Math Group

The kindergarten mathematicians will spend
the month of March developing the all-
important money skills! Through catchy poems
and songs we'll begin by learning the name of
each coin and its value. We'll create coin
combinations with the help of each day of
March. As each day comes, we'll build that
number with our coins. Through this daily
exercise we will realize that we can use different
coin combinations to get the same amount. We
will also, of course, add handfuls of change each
day. At the end of our money unit, we will put
our newly developed money skills to the test as
we will create a mini-town (the size of our large

breakout room). In our mini town you can shop
at the local jeweler, the post office, the grocery
store, and many more! And, yes, as you guessed,
you must come equipped with change ready to
make some purchases!

Mrs. Dillman’s Math Group

Our math class will enjoy games, food, and
art in our unit on fractions. We will learn new
terms, like numerator, denominator, and
equivalent. Students will cut shapes and
collections of items into equal parts, setting aside
different numbers of pieces to create a variety of
fraction. We will see how many equivalent
fractions we can find for a reduced fraction. The
children will solve fraction number stories and
learn two new fraction games. We will explore
our artistic sides by drawing symmetrical designs
and painting different fractional parts with
acrylic paints.

Mrs. Eckstein’s Math Group

The students have begun the month by
reviewing and practicing using data with
statistical landmarks and graphs. They will also
gain more experience in adding and subtracting
fractions. Next, we will focus on some very
important pre-algebra concepts and skills, which
include developing competence with exponents
(including scientific notation), reinforcing rules
of order of operations, and adding and subtracting
positive and negative numbers. Part of our
practice will include playing a helpful
“Debits/Credits” game.

Mrs. Henson’s Math Group

In our next unit on fractions, the students
will have fun using pattern blocks, Fraction
Cards, spinners and games such as Fraction Top-
It to learn the following concepts and skills:
dividing regions into equal parts, understanding
the relation of the whole to its fractional parts,
comparing two fractions, writing equivalent
fractions, recognizing and naming mixed
numbers, conversions between mixed numbers
and improper fractions, simplifying fractions and
adding and subtracting fractions with like
denominators. We will also continue to make
deposits and withdrawals from our bank accounts.

Mrs. Kirby’s Math Group
March will be a busy one for our class. We




have spent the last few weeks practicing linear
measurement. We are now looking forward to
having some fun this month measuring weight
using pounds and ounces, and we will spend a few
weeks measuring capacity. The children will learn
the measurements of cup, pint, quart, half gallon,
and gallon. This is always a very fun "hands on"
unit! Towards the end of the month the children
will spend some time on a geometry unit. This
unit combines well with our measurement unit, as
the children will put some of their measurement
skills to work as they measure perimeters of
shapes and will even, in a very basic way,
compare the volume of different three
dimensional shapes!

Our parents will be visiting our classroom
during the next few weeks to put our First Grade
Super Computer to the test. It is up and running
and amazes anyone who uses it. The first graders
have programmed it to do (just about) ANY
math problem. Stop in sometime if you would
like to use our amazing machine. Remember, the
first graders LITERALLY are the brains "behind"
the computer!

And, as always, we will be practicing our
number sense, place value, and computation skills
through some fun centers. We will be having
some St. Patrick's Day fun and will be celebrating
the start of spring with some egg and chick
centers! First graders always become "egg"cellent
mathematicians at this time of year!

Mrs. Richman’s Math Group

We have begun one of the most fun units in
math . . . geometry! This unit is great because
there are so many creative projects we will be
working on, and the children love all the hands-
on activities we get to do. In addition to being
fun, geometry is easily applied to real world
situations. We will look for lines, rays, angles,
polygons, and solid figures all around us. Some of
the vocabulary words we will be learning
are: parallel, perpendicular, intersecting, acute,
right, and obtuse angles, vertex, rays, lines,
segments, polygons, cube, sphere, prism, and
pyramids.

Ms. St. Clair’s Math Groups

In Pre-Algebra, we ended the trimester by
studying patterns leading to addition. We
reviewed additive identities, additive inverses,
absolute values, adding positive and negative
rational numbers, and the commutative and

associative properties of addition. In upcoming
weeks, we will apply our equation solving skills to
solve problems involving angles, lines, parallel
lines, transversals, special quadrilaterals, and
triangles.

In Algebra, we finished the trimester by
wrapping up our study of exponents. We are
currently investigating graphs of quadratic
equations, which is a traditional topic for first-
year algebra courses. By the end of our
investigations, students should be able to look at

an equation of the form y = a(X — h)2 +Kor

y= ax? + bx+ ¢ and describe the parabola. Once

students have a grasp on graphing quadratic
equations, we will look at real world situations
that can be modeled by quadratic equations.
Advanced Math students have finished a
unit on polygons and their properties. We are
now moving into a string of problem-solving and
measurement chapters. The focus is on
discovering formulas and other conjectures and
using them to solve word problems and
application problems. In upcoming weeks,
students must use algebra to prove or disprove
new area formulas. Four of the five new formulas
presented are true; some are quite surprising.

Mrs. Wilken’s Math Group

Vocabulary has been a primary focus of our
Geometry unit. We have explored
complementary, supplemental, vertical, obtuse,
acute, and right angles. Our class has reviewed
the criteria for various types of triangles and
parallelograms. We are becoming proficient at
making circle graphs. We will wrap up our
Geometry unit as we study congruent figures,
coordinate points, translations, reflections, and
rotations.

When we return from Spring Break, our class
will begin studying operations with negative
numbers after a brief review of the Order of
Operations.

Middle School
LWW

Sixth grade

In our new unit, we are reading several classic
short stories from the Realms of Gold
anthology, including “The Ransom of Red
Chief,” “The Cask of Amontillado,” and “The



Open Window.” Through our discussions and
short written assignments, students are learning
to go beyond mere plot synopsis to analyze
stories in terms of theme, setting, conflict,
character development, dialogue, point of view,
imagery, and symbolism.

Using Out of the Dusts their model,
seventh and eighth grade students recently
created wonderful “Poetic Portraits” in which
they researched and wrote a poem about one of
their ancestors. These poems tell remarkable
stories and capture personalities with great
warmth and empathy. You'll want to make time
to peruse the display outside the LWW room--
and you may even need to carry along a tissue or
two! Next up is Harper Lee's To Kill a
Mockingbird,one of my all-time favorite novels.
Along with its unforgettable characterizations
and powerful themes, this book is also a treasure
trove of challenging vocabulary words. Students
will earn the right to view portions of the movie
in class through active participation in
discussions of each chapter. What a treat for all
of us!

Mary Breault

SocialStudies

March will see the Ancient Civilizations class
spring into our next independent research
project! To deepen our study of Islamic culture
and politics, students will explore the present-day
experiences of Muslim boys and girls around the
world. Traveling to cities in Africa, North
America, Europe, southeast Asia, central Asia
and the Middle East, we will collect information
about geography, clothing, food, architecture,
politics, and resources. This research is bound to
reveal the complicated and varied realities of life
for Muslim families in the world today.

As the month marches along, students in
United States & the World will continue to
grapple with the seemingly simple question:
Communism . . . why the fuss? Following an
examination of Mao's Cultural Revolution,
students will begin an independent research
project regarding global shifts in the Cold War.
Students will explore the rise of postcolonial
independence movements and attempted
revolutions to help us grasp the complex world
that developed during the atomic age. Through
this exploration, students will begin to build their
own answer to the trimester's guiding questions (a
la Billy Joel): If we didn't start the fire, then who

did? and What keeps the fire going?

Science

Middle School Auction Projects

A group of hardworking middle school
students in the Give Me a Hand Club created a
variety of beautiful mosaic projects that were
sold at the Countryside Auction. The projects
included an end table, several clay and paper
maché wall plaques and a vase. These committed
and caring individuals worked for two months on
these projects. It was a great community service
project that showed off their artistic talents and
allowed kids to give back to the school. Bravo!

Middle School Science

I’m sure that you were all impressed by the
quality of the Invention Fair Projects that you
saw at the Invention Fair on Sunday, February
24. Over and over again | heard spectators
marvel at the outstanding job that the kids did. I
know how much support it takes from home to
do a good project. So, parents, I send you a
heartfelt “thank you.” Invention Fair full reports
have been turned in, and they should all be graded
in time to be reflected on the 2nd trimester
progress reports.

During the month of March, we are diving
into electronics. In pairs or alone, students are
using project consoles with circuit boards to build
a wide variety of electrical circuits. The goal is to
have students expand on their knowledge about
electricity and magnetism, which they learned in
the 4/5 class in a hands-on, minds-on way. We
are working with sophisticated electronic
components like resistors, diodes, LEDs, Silicon
Controlled Rectifiers, capacitors and photo cells.
In addition to this introduction to circuit
building, we are calculating resistor values,
drawing schematic symbols, learning about
Ohm’s Law and how to calculate power and
energy.

Marty Stambaugh

Art

(No article wassubmittedor thisissue.)
Katrina S. Widholm



ForeignLanguages
Spanish

I know we are all counting the days till
Spring Break, and the kindergarteners are
brushing up on their numbers. One to 10 are easy
by now, so we're adding 11 to 20 and sneaking in
a few beyond. Some students insist that we go up
to the ages of their parents! First graders wanted
to play “Who stole the cookies from the cookie
jar?” that they learned in music class, so now
they can sing the Spanish version AQuien rob—
las galletasdela cajadegalletas?

Second graders are talking about, and writing,
days of the week, months of the year, seasons,
and dates. Ask them to tell you their birthdays in
Spanish. Third graders are not only adding lots
more food to their vocabulary but are also
talking about it in complete sentences. We are
starting to use verbs in their infinitive forms to
discuss what they like and don't like to eat or
drink. We'll soon add other activities (verbs!) to
what they like to do.

Fourth graders have mastered subject
pronouns and -ar verbsand are also expressing
their opinions about classes and activities they
do. Having added -er and -ir verbs to their
repertoire, the fifth graders are showing their
mastery of all three types of regular verbs. They
are also learning lots of food vocabulary, and I
keep adding to my fauxfood collection--lots of
hands on activities. Too bad we can't eat it!

Middle School 2 students are comparing all
kinds of things, and they certainly have lots of
opinions. They'll soon be adding to their around-
the-house vocabulary by expressing household
chores. They're also learning a new way to use
verbs for expressing actions in progress. Middle
School 1B will soon begin to converse about
families and family celebrations. They're
wrapping up their study of using the verb ir (to
go) to express future time. I bet they can tell you
what they're going to do for Spring Break.

I wish you all a wonderful spring.

Hastaluego,
Sefiora McWilliams

Latin

Salvete omnes,
I can't believe we're already pushing into the

final months of the school year. We've made
good progress in all Latin classes. The Middle

School Latin I & Ic classes have completed over
half of the Ecce Romani lAextbook, and my
goal is for us to complete the entire book by the
end of the school year. We should be able to do
this, or come very close. The Middle School
Latin II class has just finished the last chapter of
its Ecce Romani ltextbook. We will now be
entering a period of review with the goal of
solidifying everything we've learned this year and
last, so that our students will stand out as best
prepared for any high school Latin program into
which they might enter. To finish out the year,
the Middle School Latin II class will be
transitioning into the Cambridge Latin Course
Unit 2 textbook, which we have on hand at
Countryside. I will also be supplementing this
with additional readings from Greek and Roman
myth, history, and, of course, Harrius Potter.

Valete,

Karl Goetze

Chinese

Our classes have been preparing for our
Chinese celebration on March 6. Our K/1
students are having fun practicing the words and
dance movements for three songs: “Big Apple,”
“Hands Movement,” and “Little Kitten.”
Because our 2nd graders enjoy rhythm and speed
a great deal, we are singing a silly old rhyme,
“Big Head,” with percussion. Our 3rd graders are
doing wonderful work preparing their short plays.
Please come to the celebration and check out
how Abbie, a traveler, exchanges US dollars to
Renminbi with Jacob, the Chinese banker; and
how Zoe negotiates the price of an outfit with
Naveed, a merchant in a Chinese market.

Our 4th, 5th, and MS Chinese 1 and 2 have
spent some time reviewing and studying for a
test. After the test, 4th and Sth graders are
practicing a poem, “Autumn Light,” and a
speech for the performance. MS Chinese 1 has
produced an original short play about “beauty”
for the event. In the ancient Chinese tradition, a
“big goat” is considered a sign of beauty.
However, our MS Chinese 1 students do not
agree. Each of them will tell you what he or she
thinks is the most beautiful thing. One group of
Chinese 2 students will present a news report
about how global warming affects the weather in
different places. The other group, inspired by
Harry Potter, came up with a puppet play about
Snape's poison class. Harry, Ron, and Hermione
were not interested in the poison class until



Snape told them that the poison will make them
enchanting . . .

Next month, we will be return to more of a
routine and continue our lesson. We will also
take some time to learn basic calligraphy and
brush painting.

Sho-Yin Chen-Berry

Music

Mrs. File, Mrs. Lukeman, and Mrs. Widholm,
along with ALL students K-8, would like to
invite you to come and experience the arts at
Countryside. We will be featuring art work from
all classes, AND we will be featuring the students
themselves in a unique staged program combining
art, music, and choreography. The art show can
be viewed before and after the program, which is
scheduled for 2:30-3:30 p.m. The Music and
Moventure classes are currently in preparation
mode, creatively bringing art alive with music
and choreography while the art students are
creating stunning visual arts for you to admire.
We hope that on March 30th you'll experience
the spirit of our excitement and inspiration, and
perhaps go home ready to create your own
creative masterpieces!

Costuming Requests

Kindergarten - black pants and any garden
shade of green top (no neon). A few students will
dress differently, but parents will be notified by
Mrs. File.

1st - Boys will need any color shorts and in
the program will be shirtless (but please send
them in something . . . brrrrr). Girls should also
wear shorts of any color and a white tank top or
cami.

2nd - western wear . . . jeans or jean skirts if
you prefer (blue, black or tan), flannel or western
style shirts of any color. A few students will dress
differently but parents will be notified separately.

3rd - all black . . . tops and bottoms (no
lettering or patterns)

4th - jeans and any solid dark to medium
shade of blue top

5th - solid black knit tops or T shirts and
shorts of any color, which will be covered by
fabric provided at school.

MS - All students should wear solid black, top
and bottom, unless parents are notified
separately.

See you all on March 30th!

Kim File

PhysicalEducation

I hope we are all enjoying the great Illinois
weather! After Spring Break, we will be--weather
permitting--going outside as the students (I
myself) are itching to do so. Our basketball unit
is coming to an end. I think this was a great unit
that all students really enjoyed. Our next P.E.
units will be kickball and softball. Combining
these units will add more variety to the unit.
Enjoy Spring Break, and come back refreshed and
ready to finish the year off strong. GO,
COMETS!

Josh Clark

Moventure

“Favorite Motion of the Month”
Point-Line-Point: Inspired by Wassily
Kandinsky

The students first studied a famous piece of
abstract art by Mr. Kandinsky. They were
excited to know that the painting came right off
Mrs. Lukeman’s wall, since she is one of
Kandinsky’s biggest fans! After interpreting the
painting, they were ready to create a colorful
masterpiece of point, line, and plane through
space. The human lines were straight, zigzag, and
squiggly. The shapes, made with partners, were
vertical, horizontal, and diagonal. Scarves were
flying through the air. Funky music blared on the
boom box. Little did we all know that this
moventure helped demonstrate an understanding
of points, lines, and plane in dance, math, and
visual arts. Who would have thought? WOW!

The K/1 class has started learning how to
jump rope! After practicing frontward and
backward jumping, we will try the straddle, bell,
skier, and scissors jumps. We will also try partner
jumping and jumping with two people twirling
the rope.

We also enjoyed a tumbling unit with forward
rolls, backward rolls, log rolls, straddle rolls
cartwheels, round-offs, animal walks, leaps and
pyramids.

Chris Lukeman

Charlotte’s Web

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Performance Time: 1:30 and 7:00 p.m.
Please join the 6th grade Performing Arts

class at the Zuckerman Farm as Wilbur, the



“radiant” and “terrific” pig, meets some cool
new friends! Fern, Philbert, Sheep, Lamb, Goose,
Gosling, and Templeton will be on hand to lead
Wilbur on an amazing journey. Can Charlotte,
the magical spider, save this adorable pig from
being turned into bacon? Will Wilbur be able to
outshine Uncle at the County Fair? Share
Wilbur’s adventure when he finds the true
meaning of life and friendship.

Chris Lukeman

Living Paintings
Sunday, March 30th  2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

I hope you enjoy Mrs. File’s article about the
music, movement, and art show being put
together as we speak! It will be one of the most
creative and spectacular events of the year! We
can’t wait to showcase and combine three classes
taught at Countryside: music, moventures, and
visual arts. Hear artists from each class describe
their masterpieces and then witness these
paintings such as Monet’s Water Lilies, Ancient
Egyptian Writing, The Western Frontier,
African Dance, The Chinese Fan, Sculpturing,
and Mosaic come alive! You are in for a BIG
TREAT.

Chris Lukeman

Extended Day

Spring is almost here . . . and Extended Day
is looking forward to its arrival! Spring is the
time each year when Extended Day begins its
annual service project. In the coming weeks the
students will pick an organization they would like
to help and design a project to accomplish this
goal. As we progress in our planning, we will send
information to parents. Throughout March and
the beginning of April, Extended Day will be
displaying many new art projects created by the
students. They always love feedback, so, parents,
do stop by! We hope everyone has a fun and safe
spring break!

Deanna Barthel and Devin Richardson

Thank you to:

¥ Sandy Piester for her gracious hostess skills
in our Middle School Etiquette classes!

Transportation Reimbursement

Parents and guardians of students who live
over 1 1/2 miles from school may now sign up
for transportation reimbursement. Please be
prepared to give your social security number and
the number of miles you drive from your home
to Countryside School. If you live within 1 1/2
miles from school, please call the office to find
out about the extra steps you need to take to
qualify for the State Transportation
Reimbursement for Parents and Guardians.

Lost and Found

We encourage you and your child to sift
through our Lost and Found pile. There is a wide
array of designer clothes and items waiting to be
claimed.



