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FromtheHead

Dear Families,

It is that time of year to give thanks and
count blessings. We have many this year!

In October we hosted the ISACS Visiting
Team and were extremely pleased to receive so
many commendations as well as excellent
suggestions for meeting challenges. It was a very
satisfying experience, a culmination of much
self-examination, reflection, and hard work.
With new ideas and information in hand, we
move on to the development of the next
strategic plan.

I am grateful to everyone who filled out an
ISACS survey (more than two years ago!), served
on a self-study committee, and helped prepare
for or participated in the visit. The Visiting
Team commended us for our thorough and
thoughtful self-study report as well as our “very
warm and caring hospitality” during its visit.
Much credit goes to Kathryn Weisbaum who
guided us through the self-study process, edited
the report, and handled many of the
arrangements for the visit. I can’t thank her
enough!

We are also very grateful to:

The Teachers for all of their hard work
preparing for conferences, the ISACS visit, and
the Community Open House.

Chris Lukeman, for coordinating a great
Theme Week and directing a wonderful
celebration; and to Kim File for writing and
adapting songs to fit our theme of Respect. To
learn more about our explorations of “respect”,
read Mrs. Lukeman’s article.

Dustin Edwards, Board president, and all of
the board members (Jenny Bartlett, Eury
Bauer, Jeff Brown, Dahtzen Chu, Jamie
Driver, Kristin Feddersen, Rachel Gandhi,
Andy Leipold, Vikram Luthar, JJ Miller,

Greg Muchnik, John Trach, and Tiffany
White) for their vision, hard work, and endless
support of the school.

Nancy Makri and Sandra Piester for
providing delicious homemade confections for
our Visiting Team.

Eric Bina for helping with technology in a
multitude of ways.

Kristin Feddersen and Lisa Brown for
everything they did to promote and help set up
for the Community Open House.

Dahtzen Chu and Brett Feddersen for
braving the dark and the elements to put up and
take down the sign for our Community Open
House.

Celeste Ross for helping with the
instrumental ensemble groups for advanced music
students. (They will be playing at the December
17 concert.)

Rachel Gandhi and Jamie Driver, along
with Development Director Audrey LeGrande,
for kicking off the Excellence Fund Campaign
this year.

All who contributed to our Annual Giving
Campaign last year. We took 13 teachers and
two administrators to the ISACS Annual
Conference in Indianapolis on November 8-9.
The theme of the conference was “The Science
of Learning 2: Translating Research Into
Practice.” We all came away inspired and eager
to apply our knowledge!

Our parents who volunteer in the classroom,
serve on committees, and support our efforts in
such a variety of ways.

Our alumni who continue to make us proud.

And last but not at all least:

Our students who give all that we do meaning
and purpose.



Again, thank you all for the many ways you
support our school. You are deeply appreciated.
Best wishes for a meaningful Thanksgiving
season!

Thank you!
Cathie Webber

Admissions Report

We held our most successful Open House
ever on November 4, meeting lots of new
families. Thank you to all the parents and
students who helped out that day and spoke
informally to visitors. You are ideal ambassadors
for Countryside! Thank you also to all our
families who distributed invitations to friends,
colleagues, and neighbors. Our best advertising
has always been by word of mouth.

Applications for admission will be available
in January, after winter break. Tours of the
classrooms for prospective parents have already
started. If you want an application for a sibling,
please call the office or let me know. You can
drop by and pick one up in January, or we can
send it home by backpack mail. Current families
are exempt from the tour requirement, but, of
course, you are always welcome to make an
appointment with me if you wish to visit a
classroom with which you are unfamiliar.

Judy Kaplan

DevelopmeniNews

The 15th Anniversary Gala is going to be
here before we know it! We are so excited!
Please mark your calendars for February 2, 2008.
The Gala committee is hard at work planning a
party worthy of 15 years of “Joy in Learning,
Excellence in Education”. Be on the lookout for
more information.

The Excellence Fund Campaign is well under
way, and I am happy to report that we are
almost half way to our goal! If you have not
made your gift yet, or if you have questions,
please do not hesitate to ask me, or our
Excellence Fund chairs, Rachel Gandhi and Jamie
Driver. They will be happy to answer any of
your questions.

Audrey LeGrande

K/1

November, a wonderful time of the year! A
time to appreciate the beauty of the outdoors
and to give thanks for the splendor of life! With

such appreciation for the many blessings in our
own lives, the K/1 class is excited to spend the
month of November serving others! Such service
will take place as we plan, prepare, and partake
in a Pizza Project! Our pizza project entails
making snack-sized pizzas and selling them to
you, the wonderful families at Countryside!
Along with making and baking these pizzas, the
students will also create and administer a pizza
survey, advertise, type up orders, and, of course,
deliver these perfect pizzas to you! This project
will definitely be a lot of work on the part of our
children, but they will quickly find that it is all
worth it! It is sure to be a rewarding community
service project! More details will come home
soon! Have a glorious November!

Stacy Kirby and Arin Cox

2/3

The debate is on! Now that our class has
sailed with Columbus, Leif Eriksson, Hoei-Shin,
and others, it is time to put our understanding of
these explorers to the test. In Social Studies the
2/3’s will learn how to carry on debates in
preparation for a simulated class debate on “Who
REALLY Discovered America” scheduled for
December. Students will learn how to defend a
position in true debate-team style, whether we
actually agree with the position we argue or not!
Students will examine evidence in small
cooperative groups, trying to prove why a
designated explorer was the true discoverer of
America.

Our unit on animal classification continues
through this month. We will examine
characteristics of vertebrates and invertebrates;
omnivores, herbivores, and carnivores; and the
main animal classes: fish, bird, mammal, reptile,
and amphibian. We will conclude this unit by
writing reports on specific animals within each
class to be compiled into a classroom book.

In Writer’s Workshop the second graders will
finish writing their Viking myths. They will also
begin writing stories with emphasis on using all
the exciting elements of a good plot. The third
graders will draw their fictitious reports on
animals they discovered. Students will apply their
understanding of writing dialogue when they write
about conversations with a turkey who tries to
convince someone not to eat him for
Thanksgiving dinner!

Happy Thanksgiving!
Ana Dillman and Dawn Richman



4/5

For our literature unit this month, everyone

is studying the Journals and Diaries genre.
Fourth-grade students are reading I, Columbus--
My Journal 1492-1493, edited by Peter and
Connie Roop, and fifth-grade students are reading
Letters from Rifka, by Karen Hesse. While
reading about someone's life in journal form,
students have a chance to learn about a different
time period and the corresponding struggles that
people faced in that time. Additional activities
are related to the books being read by the
students. For example, students will use timelines
and maps to trace the travels of the characters in
their books.

In Social Studies, the class has been working
on activities related to language and its history.
Students will reflect especially on the history of
English and the methods by which words are
added to our language. During the month of
November, we will also integrate our 4/5
literature genre with social studies as we consider
issues that affect emigration out of various
countries and immigration to the United States.
Students will especially learn about conditions in
the U.S. and the rest of the world toward the end
of the nineteenth century and beginning of the
twentieth century. This will help the class
prepare for our Ellis Island simulation, which will
take place on the morning of Friday, December
7. Leading up to the simulations, students will
reflect on this era in history and write journal
entries from the point-of-view of a specific
immigrant's life during that time period. We'll
also be learning more about our own family trees.

In Science, students are studying the human
body in November. In particular, the class will
become more knowledgeable about the
circulatory, respiratory, and endocrine systems.
Among our excellent reference sources, we are
grateful for the guest speakers who will be talking
with our class!

Janet Brickey, Kathy Eckstein,
and Sharon Henson

Math News

Mrs. Cox’s Math Group

Our Pizza Project this month lends itself
perfectly to the math concept of fractions!
Without getting into related math lingo, we will
discuss how we can divide something into equal
parts, as fairness is so very important in the

world of Kindergarten. With the help of Chef
Nino and Chef Barino, the “fairness brothers,”
we will make pizzas with equal amounts of
toppings and figure out how many slices of pizzas
are missing from the whole. We will also create
pizzas that illustrate the concepts of halves,
fourths and thirds. Who knows we might never
again hear the classic phrase, “That’s not fair!”;
rather we’ll see kids finding ways to make it fair
and/or equal!

Mrs. Dillman’s Math Group

This month the Level C math group will use
addition and subtraction number stories to
develop mental arithmetic skills. We will
organize information into diagrams to help us
solve problems without having to write out the
computation. Students will also develop
estimation skills by solving problems that
involve purchases. We will take a day or two
before Thanksgiving to make turkey glyphs and
a Thanksgiving graph to highlight our different
traditions surrounding this festive holiday.
Gobble, gobble!

Mrs. Eckstein’s Math Group

This month, the students are participating in
a Geometry exploration in Unit 3 of the
Everyday Math Program. We will especially
study geometric constructions and measurement
related to lines, angles, polygons, circles, and
geometric solids. As part of studying reflections,
translations, and rotations, the students will
create their own tessellations.

We are also utilizing some mathematical
activities designed to help develop each student's
ability to read, interpret, critically examine, and
use mathematical information presented in text,
tables, and graphs.

Mrs. Henson’s Math Group
Our group is currently involved in an in-

depth study of graphing. After learning to
organize a set of data into a table, the students
learned to determine the minimum, maximum,
range, median, mode, and mean. Now they are
transferring this information to bar graphs, line
graphs, and pictographs. In the next month, we
will also be working with square numbers and
logic tables. We will learn to write algebraic
equations, paying particular attention to the use
of parentheses. Finally, we will visit the
continent of Africa on our World Tour and




research much mathematical data about the
country of Egypt. We will also do more work
with a scale of miles using the globe to figure air
distances from Cairo to other world capitals.

Mrs. Kirby’s Math Group

In November our math group will begin to
work on the concept of subtraction. Most of the
children in the group only understand subtraction
as "taking away". This month the group will
learn that subtraction can be looked at an
entirely other way. The children will learn that
not only can they find the answer to a
subtraction problem by "taking away" but also by
finding the difference between the two numbers.
We will begin this new idea by working with a
number line, and the children usually quickly
learn that finding the difference between two
numbers is often much easier than "taking away".
Introducing this concept always makes this an
exciting month to be a first grade teacher! After
spending time on this basic subtraction concept,
we will begin to practice our subtraction
computation at our many varied skill levels.

This month the K-1 class will be spending
the afternoons working on our service project.
The class will be organizing, making, and selling
individual-sized pizzas to the students in the
school to earn money to help others. Normally
our first grade class does not begin our fraction
unit until early spring. But, with the thought of
pizzas in the air, and most of our fraction centers
and games focusing on pizzas themselves, |
though it would be fun to do a small "pre-unit"
on fractions this month. We will enjoy the basics
of fractions this month, and then revisit them
more in depth in the spring.

And of course, we will have plenty of math
games and centers focusing on the shapes, sizes,
and the many fun toppings of pizzas! The
children will play pizza memory, literally "add"
toppings, and work on some fun pizza story
problems!

Mrs. Richman’s Math Group
November is Multiplication Month in Level

D math! We started out by visiting the
Multiplication Zoo to review the meaning of
multiplication. Although memorization is the
ultimate goal, we were at this time surprised to
learn that there are strategies to solve all basic
multiplication facts except 7 x 7 and 8 x 8.

Next, we will move onto bigger numbers. We will

solve problems involving multiples of 10 and
then multiply two- and three-digit numbers. We
will continue to work on problem solving
strategies. Look for opportunities to practice
these on upcoming homework assignments. On a
final note, the students have done an amazing job
of memorizing their basic facts! Keep up the
great work!

Ms. St. Clair’s Math Groups

My, oh, my, things are getting exciting as we
wrap up our first trimester together at
Countryside. The students and I remain very
excited with where we are, where we are going,
and, in some cases, where we were. So, the middle
school math forecast: we are taking an
interesting turn at the end of the trimester as
students conclude their units on polynomials,
addition and subtraction in linear expressions,
and formally solving integer expressions.

In Pre-Algebra, we are expanding our prior
knowledge of adding, subtracting, multiplying,
and dividing integers, fractions, and mixed
numbers to include operations on negative
numbers.

In Algebra, we are well into the topic of
subtraction in algebra. Students are solving
expressions with subtraction, applying the
distributive property with negatives, and learning
some trigonometry and graphing linear
equations. Something old, something new for all
algebra students!

Advanced Math is about to complete its unit
on polynomials and rational expressions.
Students will conclude our unit on algebra and
start geometry at the beginning of second
trimester.

Heads up to all parents: math tests are going
home today; students should have test
corrections in by November 20.

Mrs. Wilken’s Math Group

We spent the month of October studying
operations with decimals. Students used their
accumulated knowledge of data, graphs, and large
and small numbers to complete colorful posters
demonstrating that: "Data is All Around Us." We
are currently exploring expressions and formulas.
This information will be the basis for our next
unit on perimeter, area, and volume. Students will
explore how these concepts are applied to
developing a bumper car ride, designing a fish
tank, and decorating.




Middle School

LWW

November is a particularly busy time for

LWW students. They have settled into the
school year and have become accustomed to
routine vocabulary assignments and book talks.
They have experienced the peer editing process
and understand the expectations for writing
papers. Now they are ready for a quickened
instructional pace with an increased emphasis on
grammar, expository writing, and literary
analysis. Hold on to your hats! We’ll be working
hard right up until winter break.

Sixth grade students are about to write their
own endings to Lois Lowry's novel, The Giver.
Because The Giver’s actual conclusion may be
interpreted in a variety of ways, some students
feel unsatisfied by it. By re-imagining the ending,
students are able to use their creative writing
skills to produce the conclusion they would most
like to see. Along the way, they gain a deeper
appreciation of the novel’s complexity and
richness. Students will also read passages from
Lowry's Newbery Award speech to reach a clearer
understanding of how the novel came to be
written, as well as why Lowry chose to end it as
she did.

Later this month, we will begin an essay unit
with a strong focus on the six traits of effective
writing: stimulating ideas, logical organization,
engaging voice, original word choice, smooth-
reading sentences, and correct, accurate copy.
Students will be reading and writing essays in
numerous modes, including narration,
description, comparison/contrast, and persuasion.
Our essay unit will extend into December and will
include frequent writing assignments, regular
discussion of model essays, and numerous
opportunities for editing practice.

Who doesn’t enjoy a well-told tale? If our
lively classroom discussions are any indication,
seventh and eighth grade students are
relishing the study of short fiction. After reading
and discussing a series of short story classics
(including “The Lottery,” “The Bet,” “An
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” and “Harrison
Bergeron,” among others), students will write
literary analysis essays on stories of their choice.
In the meantime, be sure to check out the
remarkable “Roots” poems in the hallway outside

the LWW room. What compelling family

tributes these young poets have created!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Mary Breault

SocialStudies

As the weather cools outside, the Ancient
Civilizations class bids farewell to the warm
climate of the Fertile Crescent and travels east to
the Indus River valley. There, students will
explore the ways in which geographic and
cultural diversity affects the development of a
civilization. Issues of religious belief and the
social realities these beliefs help to produce will
form our central focus of study in the early
weeks. We will end the month with a look to the
Gupta Empire. November also sees the start of
our very first research project! I look forward to
the opening of the Countryside Comet's Museum
of Indian Culture and History.

Throughout November, the U.S. and the
World class will be investigating the causes,
character, and consequences of the Great War.
Students will examine the ways in which the
United States' role in early twentieth century
international affairs affected its culture and its
society. Students will use primary sources such as
advertisements, radio transcripts, propaganda
posters, legal documents, speeches, movies, and
song lyrics to investigate the relationship
between historical realities and the popular
perceptions and projections of those realities.
The unit will end, in early December, with our
first Terms Quiz of the year.

Michele O’Brien

Science

October was a busy month in Chemistry
Central! We performed tons of experiments
involving different kinds of chemical reactions.
The four reaction types we focused on were:
synthesis, decomposition, single replacement,
and double replacement. During these
experiments we learned about new ways to
identify products, such as powder residues,
precipitates, filtrates, and gases, during reactions.
We finished the unit with a brief look at the
chemistry of polymers and chromatography.
Students made chromatograms using M&M
candies. To cap off the unit, students designed
beautiful chromatography T-shirts. Some of
them are still hanging in the hall. Please come
and check them out!



This month we move on to the Skeletal and
Muscular Systems. We will be engaging in some
fun activities with the human body, focusing on
strength, proportion and flexibility. Students will
also be committing the major bones and muscles
groups to memory. A Bone, Muscle and Joint
Disorder Project will be assigned after
Thanksgiving Break.

Marty Stambaugh

Art

(We are happy to announce the arrival of Ms.
Widholm’s baby girl on November 5. Healthy
Sofia weighed 6 lbs. 9 ozs. Ms. Widholm’s
beautifully and carefully outlined lesson plans
are guiding her substitute teacher until her return
in a few weeks.)

Katrina S. Widholm

ForeignLanguages
Spanish

It seems November goes from one holiday to

the next in Spanish class. Students began the
month by learning about £/ Dia de los Muertos
and how and why it is celebrated. Now K/1's are
learning more rain forest vocabulary. The first
graders can also answer lots of questions about
those animals and plants. The 2nd and 3rd
graders can tell you about animal classifications
and characteristics. The 4th graders are talking
about what they like and do not like to do, and
learning how to use infinitives. The 5th graders
are moving along with their verb studies as well
as describing locations. The Middle School 1B
class is continuing to talk about food and will add
topics about healthy habits. Middle School 2
begins to study about families and celebrations.

We will all finish the month by expressing
thanks. I am especially thankful for my students'
enthusiasm for learning! Thank you also to you,
parents, for your support. ;Muchas gracias! 1
would also like to express my gratefulness for the
opportunity to attend the ISACS conference. It
was both educational and inspirational. I also
benefited from being able to exchange ideas with
other teachers, especially my wonderful
Countryside colleagues.

I wish you all a joyful Dia de Accion de
Gracias.

Hasta luego,

Sefiora McWilliams

Latin

Salvete omnes,

I'm happy to say that I've survived my initial
exposure to elementary education, and I'm
having quite a lot of fun teaching and learning
from all the eager Latin students at Countryside.
We've settled into a comfortable stride in all
classes, and I believe we're making good progress.
One of the things I have learned from the
feedback I've received from some of the
"squeaky wheels" in the Middle School is that the
contemporary student of Latin does not thrive
on conjugating Latin verbs alone. (Some people
actually find conjugating Latin verbs to be
boring!). With this in mind, I have organized the
week for the middle-schoolers to include
coverage of reading and grammar exercises on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Students
should expect to have homework prepared for
these days. On Tuesdays we'll be doing different
"fun" activities directly related to the Latin
lessons on which we're currently working. On
Thursdays we'll be reading and discussing various
topics in the area of Greek and Roman myth,
history, and culture. I'm planning to do the same
with the 4th and 5th graders, but since we meet
only twice per week, we'll likely have our myth,
history, and culture day once every couple of
weeks. Also, I'd like to say that I've enjoyed
meeting many parents since the start of the
school year, and I'd like to make clear that
parents are always welcome to visit our Latin
classes anytime they wish--although your student
may require you to conjugate a Latin verb to gain
admittance ;-).

Velete,
Karl Goetze

Chinese
We had tons of fun at the Moon Festival gala

at Foellinger Auditorium last October 13. Our
students did a fine job. The event provided a
special opportunity to collaborate with the
Chinese community in Champaign-Urbana.

Our Kindergarten learners have been
practicing counting and offering greetings in
Chinese and have been doing very well. We're
continuing our work on the names of family
members. Next month, we'll turn our attention
to writing simple characters and vowels with four
tones.



Our first grade students are working on
writing, understanding, and sounding out many
fundamental pictographs. An audio book, Simon
and the Wind, was introduced this past month.
Simon and the Wind tells the story of a boy
named Simon who enjoys autumn. This book is
part of a series that builds on similar sentence
structures, while helping students expand their
vocabulary. Our second graders have also worked
with this series and are progressing at a rapid
pace. 3rd grade students are focusing a great deal
on the nuances of Chinese pronunciation. We
have also spent some time reviewing past lessons
on characters and phonics. This is all in
preparation for our move toward more
independent reading.

The 4th and 5th graders are preparing for
their midterm, which consists of approximately
50 characters from the readings we've covered
over the last three lessons. MS Chinese 1 class
has already completed its midterm, where
students displayed their multiple strengths in
retaining the material. We are also working hard
in MS Chinese 2. Although each student is at a
different level, everyone has been helping and
supporting each other. Series of assessments have
been implemented to keep track of their
learning. We are currently learning lessons about
making phone calls and shopping in
supermarkets.

Parents of our 4th and 5th graders, MS 1 and
2 students are encouraged to ask their child to
read and, if necessary, translate the lessons for
you. This will help reinforce all the good work
they've done.

Sho-Yin Chen-Berry

Music

November brings Thanksgiving songs and
rhythmic inspiration. (Can you notate "mashed
potatoes and gravy"?) We are also concentrating
on instruments of the orchestra and learning to
identify them by sound alone.

Our 6th graders are reviewing many different
elements of music and are also involved in some
creative brainstorming inspired by musical word
play. We're having great fun working/scheming
together.

I'll be in San Jose later this month for the
national Orff Schulwerk convention, a joyful
gathering of music educators who inspire one
another with new and creative approaches to
teaching and learning. I'm looking forward to

sharing lots of fresh, new ideas with my
Countrysiders!
Kim File

PhysicalEducation

(No article was submitted for this issue because
Mpr. Clark is attending a state conference for
physical education teachers.)

Josh Clark

Moventure
Theme Week

“Respect . . . to receive it . . . you must give
it.” Our week showcased the many ways that we
can show respect in our lives. Jim Lukeman
demonstrated to us that in life we are faced with
very tough obstacles while dealing with friends
and, in order to cope and survive, we must learn
skills to help us jump the difficult hurdles. He
shared very personal stories about bullying and
led the 4th-8th graders through a very visual
exercise called “The Power Shuffle”. The K-1
classes met with Mr. Clark and Mr. Lukeman and
enjoyed being introduced to “The Popcorn
Puppets,” who showed us that that we have to
have good manners and respect to enjoy our
friends.

We had two very special guests on Tuesday.
Clay from the Humane Society brought in his cat
and talked about respecting our furry friends. A
highlight of the week was listening to the
Windsor Court Bell Choir, a group of twenty
senior citizens, who shared their talents and
stories of life. On Wednesday, Mrs. Lukeman’s
seventh grade performing arts class presented
“Pinocchio”. After the play, we held a panel
discussion about the characters in the play and
discussed the reason that Pinocchio was tempted
by very disrespectful people in his life.

Thursday was another very special day.
Three Olympians, Bulgarian swimmer Plummen
Alexandrov, three-time track medalist Tonja
Buford Bailey, and eight-time Boston Marathon
winner and Olympian, Jean Driscoll, who has
overcome several obstacles in a wheelchair,
shared very memorable experiences in their lives.
Jim Turpin, Mrs. Lukeman’s father, was the
moderator and generated several questions from
the panel about the Olympic Boycott, peace
among countries, respect of athletes with
disabilities, etc. On Friday we ended with a
“Celebration of Respect,” showcasing



moventures, creative songs, and our very
talented chorus! Respect touches everyone on a
daily basis. as it moves us to be the best we can be
throughout life.

Chris Lukeman

Extended Day

With Thanksgiving a week away, Extended
Day would like to give thanks to Carly
Hermsdorf and Chris Lukeman for the
spectacular Halloween carnival! The kids had a
blast--it was obvious that a huge amount of time
and thought went into the preparation for the
event. Thank you thank you!

Once again Extended Day was asked to
decorate a tree for the Festival of Trees. We
chose the theme "respect" to reflect the school's
focus for this year's Theme Week. Our tree will
be on display with the plethora of others
November 15-18 at the Hilton Garden Inn. The
kids who helped decorate the tree will receive a
ticket of admission for the event.

Finally, the kids in the Extended Day
program have spend a large portion of their time
creating unique pieces of art to decorate the
school. Stop by the kitchen to see our fall
bulletin board and the "Combinimals," and as you
walk your kids to class, take a moment to
observe the group murals hanging on the wall.
They are very proud of themselves--as they
should be!

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving!
Deanna Barthel and Devin Richardson

Lost and Found

We encourage you and your child to check
our Lost and Found pile. We have a wide
assortment of designer clothes, lunch boxes, etc.

Thank you to:

*  Celeste Ross for organizing Countryside's
chamber music ensembles. And, for coaching two
ensembles! Thank you, Celeste. It wouldn't be
happening without you.

*  Dustin Edwards for continuing to help with
the data base. The ISACS conference in
Indianapolis just reaffirmed how much Dustin's
expertise has meant to the school.

» Earle Heffley for advising on computer
purchases.

»  FEric Bina for his continued help with the
computers and the network at school.

*  Yun Tian for volunteering her time to teach
Tai Chi to the teachers. We truly appreciate it.
* Rachel Gandhi for continuing to be the
volunteer chess parent.

» Jerry Welch for his presentation to Middle
School on stress and stress management

» Millie Nelson for her lecture to the 4/5 class
on the endocrine system

»  Dahtzen Chu for his continued work on
Building and Grounds

*  Greg Muchnik for his help with the website
»  Valerie Hotchkiss for thinking of, and
managing, the students’ Book Club at
Countryside

Chess

Nineteen Champaign Urbana Scholastic
players went fishing in the big pond at the State
All Grade in Bloomington Saturday and quite a
few of them found the fishing good. Among the
CU crowd only one school mustered enough
players to qualify for the team prizes. Two
players are required to count as a team, while the
top three scores are used. Countryside had
enough players for a team in 2nd and 4th grades
and for, a shorthanded team in 6th grade. In 6th
grade, despite being a team of only two, the
Countryside team was third headed into the last
round but could not hold off a four-man team and
settled for 4th. Meanwhile, in 4th grade the
Countryside crew went into the last round
needing to score big points. They scored well and
finished in 3rd place. Finally, in 2nd grade a small
but powerful three-player Countryside team
rolled into second place.

Among the individuals, George Ruan was the
big winner in 6th grade as he swept all five of his
games including beating both the first and second
seeded players. His rating is now over 1400.
Sameer Manchanda rounded out the Countryside
team and scored 2.5 points.

The Countryside 4th graders used a balanced
attack to nail down their team trophy. Kenny
Miller earned over 100 rating points and a 13th
place trophy then got help from Lyle
Regenwetter, Robert Stavins, and Christopher
Saenz for their 3rd place trophy.

In 2nd grade Anshul Adve went undefeated
and then won the 5th place trophy. Grace Qiu
scored three points, and Sam Hotchkiss
contributed 1.5 to the Countryside team trophy.

Coach Chris Merli



Reminder

Quarterly, Semiannual and Monthly tuition
payments are due 11/15/07.

K-5 6-8
Quarterly 2,350 2,432.50
Semiannual 4,650 4,815
Monthly 830 870
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Faculty

CathieWebber,Headof School
SusarRichardsonDirectorof StudentProgram&
Services
Binky Bognir,AdministrativeAssistant
Vivian CarpenterBusinesdManager
JudyKaplan,Director of Admissions
AudreyLeGrandeDirector of Development
Arin Cox, KindergartenPrimaryContact
StacyKirby, First GradePrimaryContact
AnaDillman, SecondGradePrimaryContact
DawnRichman,Third GradePrimaryContact
SharonHenson FourthGradePrimaryContact
Kathy Eckstein Fifth GradeCo-PrimaryContact
JanetBrickey, Fifth GradeCo-PrimaryContact
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andStaff

Mary Breault,MS Literature/Writing, TeamLeader
Marty StambaughMS Science
Michele OOBrienMS SocialStudies
NatalyaSt. Clair, MS Math

Lois Wilken, Math

Gail McWilliams, Spanish

Karl Goetze Latin
Sho-YinChen-BerryChinese
KatrinaWidholm, Art

Kim File, Music

JoshClark, PhysicalEducation

DeannaBarthel,Director of ExtendedDay; Lunchand

PlaygroundSupervisor
BeckyKasten,Lunch Supervisor
Devin RichardsonExtendedDay Assistant






