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From the Head
Dear Families, 

Excitement is in the air! We have been 
bustling around this week preparing for the 
upcoming visit of a team of educators from 
ISACS (Independent Schools Association of 
Central States) as part of our accreditation 
renewal process. The group of eight will arrive 
Sunday afternoon, the 14th, and depart on 
Wednesday, the 17th. They have a full schedule 
of meetings, observations, conferences, and 
writing during their four days here. The result will 
be a report highlighting the strengths of and 
challenges facing our school. This valuable 
information will be used in the development of a 
new strategic plan for Countryside. Please 
welcome them if you see them in the halls!

More excitement! October at Countryside 
always concludes with Theme Week. This year 
we have the opportunity to explore the 
importance of ÒrespectÓ in our lives. Students 
will be involved in a variety of activities. The 
traditional celebration will be held in the 
multipurpose room at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, 
October 26. You are all invited and encouraged 
to share with us in this celebration.

Our faculty professional growth and 
development program is again sponsoring a very 
special experience for our teachers this year. On 
November 8th and 9th, school will be closed so 
we can take 16 faculty/staff members to the 
ISACS Conference in Indianapolis. The theme 
for the conference is ÒThe Science of Learning: 
Translating Research Into Practice Ð Part II.Ó 
Nationally known speakers and numerous 
workshop options should enable us to bring back 
many new ideas and practices to benefit our 
students.

As another part of our Professional Growth 
and Development program, Cathy Leipold 
conducted a Bloodborne Pathogens workshop 
during our faculty and staff inservice. She will 
donate her time and expertise again in December 

when she provides CPR training for us. Thank 
you, Cathy!

Many, many thanks to Monica Samii who 
organized the Scholastic Book Fair and Òtook it 
downÓ single-handedly. We appreciate all the 
hours she put into this event and the time given 
by the many volunteers who helped with sales.

Thanks also to John Trach for assembling 
our new bicycle rack (west of building), a project 
that proved to be labor intensive! We are 
grateful to John and Dahtzen Chu for trimming 
our bushes. More thanks to organizer Mandy 
Uppal and the families who provided delicious 
dishes for our staff during the recent parent-
teacher conferences.

As we have done the past two years, we will 
host a big Community Open House in November. 
We encourage you to invite neighbors, friends, 
coworkers, and family to visit the school on 
Sunday, November 4 from 2-4 p.m. Many people 
know little about us or drive by and wonder what 
happens in Òthat building.Ó Please help spread 
the word! Thank you to Kristen Feddersen and 
Lisa Brown for preparing invitations and flyers. 
Volunteers are needed to serve as hosts/hostesses 
in the classrooms and to distribute the flyers. 
Please let me know if you can assist in either of 
these efforts.

Finally, I want to reiterate how grateful we 
are to have the opportunity to work with you 
and your children.  As a community we take 
pride and joy in providing educational and 
exciting opportunities for all. Thank you!

Cathie Webber

Admissions Report
The admissions season for the '08-'09 

academic year is starting shortly with our Open 
House on November 4. Please let your friends 
and colleagues know about this opportunity to 
visit Countryside School. We will soon have 
invitations, which you can give them or send by 
e-mail.

Tours for interested families to see the 
classrooms in action will start the week after the 
Open House. Applications for all grades will be 
available after the winter break. If you are 
interested in applying for a sibling, please let me 
know. As a current family, you do not need to 
have a classroom tour, although you are certainly 
welcome to arrange one.

Judy Kaplan



Development News
Despite the chilly temperatures and a little 

wind, everyone had a fun-filled time at the 15th 
Birthday Party. Events like this show what 
Countryside is really all about. 

New this year is the Excellence Fund. You 
will be receiving more information in the mail 
soon. We are very excited about the Excellence 
Fund, which is replacing the Annual Giving 
campaign. Your gifts are still going to be used 
exclusively for enhancements in the classrooms, 
new technology, staff development, and where it 
is needed most to make improvements. 

DonÕt forget to mark your calendars for the 
15th Anniversary Gala to be held on February 2, 
2008. It is going to be a night to remember!

Audrey LeGrande

K/1
Do you hear the howling of monkeys, the 

chirping of birds, and the growling of jaguars as 
you walk down the hall? If you listen closely this 
month, you just might! Our class has begun 
studying about the rain forests, which is coming 
to life in our classroom more and more everyday. 
Vines are enveloping the room, a giant Kapok 
tree has grown large enough for the children to 
climb in, an ÒemergentÓ tree has grown all the 
way to the ceiling, and if you look up, you can 
see the forest canopy. Yes, it is definitely all 
hands-on learning in this classroom!

Throughout the month of October, the 
children will continue to learn about the worldÕs 
tropical rainforests. They are learning about the 
multitudes of wildlife and plant life found in the 
rainforests. They have already learned about 
many rainforest animals and will make sure our 
classroom rainforest is inhabited with all their 
favorites! The children are also learning about 
the many plants that grow in the rainforest and 
will be working to construct a couple of these as 
well. Animals, plants, what else? The children 
will discover many things we get from the 
worldÕs rainforests, like cocoa, rubber, medicines, 
sugar cane, coffee and much more!

The celebration of our studies of the 
rainforests will conclude with a very special 
evening when our class will perform a play based 
on the book, The Great Kapok Tree, by Lynn 
Cherry. The children will each have an individual 
role in the play and make their own costumes. 
We are looking forward to this special night, 

which will be held Thursday, October 25th, at 
6:30 p.m.

In store for the rest of the month are some 
fun Halloween activities and our annual Fall 
celebration.

Stacy Kirby and Arin Cox

2/3
A-Viking we will go! The month of October 

brings excitement and adventure as the 2/3's 
embark on their study of explorers. We have 
begun this social studies unit by learning about 
the Vikings. Our class will discuss why the Vikings 
and others explored the Americas and what they 
discovered.  Some explorers to be studied this 
month include Eric the Red, Bjarni Herjulfsson, 
Leif Ericsson, Hoei-Shin, Brendan the Bold, and 
Christopher Columbus.

In Science we are wrapping up our unit on 
insects by conducting friendly experiments with 
our mealworm pets. The children have been 
learning the steps of the scientific method as 
they have fun with the mealworm experiments. 
Next, we will learn about animals and animal 
classification. 

In Writer's Workshop the second graders are 
completing their beautiful memoirs. This month 
they will be introduced to the steps of the writing 
process as they read and then write their own 
versions of Viking myths. They will also explore 
ways to make simple sentences more interesting. 
The third graders will focus on using adjectives to 
make their writing more interesting and 
descriptive, and they will learn to organize their 
thoughts into paragraphs.

Ana Dillman and Dawn Richman

4/5
Our class truly enjoyed our October field trip 

to Turkey Run State Park in Indiana. The 
primary purpose of this field trip was to spend 
some time in a beautiful outdoor setting where we 
were able to observe nature and be inspired to 
write and draw about what we observed. 

As we delve into our experiences with the 
Nature Genre during the coming month, the 
students will use every sense to continue to make 
firsthand observations about nature, including life 
in our own backyards. For example, we may 
watch spiders spin webs, squirrels rob bird feeders, 
or geese congregate on neighborhood ponds. The 
students may write one long piece about their 



observations of our local natural world. Long 
pieces generally involve watching one animal 
species over an extended period of time and 
keeping a journal everyday for a week to record 
the fascinating habits and behaviors of the 
animal(s) being watched. Students who decide to 
keep such a log are to write a short reflective 
summary after their daily observations are 
finished. A second option for nature writing 
offers students the opportunity to write three 
short pieces (one long poem, one short essay, 
and one short fiction story) about nature topics 
or issues of the child's choice.

As a culminating activity for our study of 
Ancient Greece, students are completing research 
and preparing a poster on a related topic, such as 
lifestyle, transportation, art, science, education, 
and sports. Check the Countryside hallway this 
month to see these poster projects. As we 
approach the end of October, students will begin 
learning about issues facing immigrants.  

Studying roller coasters has helped illustrate a 
variety of elements in the science of forces and 
motion. The students are becoming well 
acquainted with Newton's Laws of Motion and 
how they apply to familiar amusement park 
rides, as well as to the logic of wearing a seat belt 
in our own cars!  

Our next unit of study in science will be the 
Human Body, with special emphasis on the 
circulatory, respiratory, and endocrine systems. 
We welcome help in any form from the parents 
in our class who are doctors, nurses, or other 
health care professionals. Thank you in advance 
to those parents who have already volunteered to 
speak to the class during this upcoming unit. We 
will also be using an excellent resource called 
ÒThe National Geographic Geokit:  Human Body 
I.Ó Each lesson will include student-directed 
hands-on activities. Students will gain skills using 
diverse media and information sources as they 
complete each activity. The unit includes 
excellent videos, reprints of articles, and a 
number of guided internet activities. Please 
contact Mrs. Henson if you are able to donate 
some time or materials to our class during this 
science unit.

Janet Brickey, Kathy Eckstein,
and Sharon Henson

Math News
Mrs. CoxÕs Math Group

Rainforest creatures like leaping frogs, 
hungry anteaters, and busy monkeys all make for 
an exciting math month. We will increase our 
understanding of addition as we solve number 
sentences based on groups of frogs we see 
hopping through the jungle. We will also monkey 
around a bit as we do some monkey measurement 
and expand our mathematical thinking by 
creating our own addition problems that equal a 
given sum. We will compare quantities using 
greater than, less than, and equal to, as we count 
the number of ants retrieved from an anthill. We 
will end our month engaging in some spook-
tacular monster math and other ghostly good 
Halloween math activities!

Mrs. DillmanÕs Math Group
Our math class will create a pretend store 

while we work with money this month. Taking 
turns playing clerks and customers will allow us 
plenty of practice counting coins and making 
change. Our group has started studying 
multiplication, and we will soon begin a booklet 
that uses grouping of jelly bean counters to 
multiply and divide. Yum! As we work on 
multiplication and money, we will continue to 
improve our regrouping skills in addition and 
subtraction, our speed at telling time, and our 
abilities to work with number patterns.

Mrs. EcksteinÕs Math Group
The Level F math students are enhancing 

their skills in estimation, computational 
procedures, and data analysis. We are in the 
process of reviewing algorithms for addition, 
subtraction, and multiplication, applying these 
operations to whole numbers and decimals. 
Students are learning the value of making 
estimates both as a method of deriving an 
acceptable answer in certain situations and as a 
means of checking that an answer to a 
computational problem is reasonable. We will 
also practice using open sentences (containing a 
variable) for number stories, and we will collect, 
organize, and describe data using statistical 
landmarks.

Mrs. HensonÕs Math Group
Mrs. Henson's group is spending the month 

with a review of standard units of measurement. 
We will spend some time measuring in both the 
English and the metric systems, using rulers and 
meter sticks. We will pour plastic beads from 



measuring cups and beakers to learn about the 
relationships between cups, pints, quarts, gallons, 
milliliters, and liters. We will weigh a number of 
small objects in both ounces and grams. We will 
compare the English and metric systems for 
measuring temperature and review all of the units 
used for measuring time. Finally, Mrs. Henson 
will teach the class a handy equation that can be 
used to convert from one unit of measure to 
another.  

Mrs. KirbyÕs Math Group
It is exciting to see that fall has arrived. The 

fall season always brings about many fun math 
lessons and activities that seem to hold the 
excitement of the season. We have already spent 
some time working on math centers and 
activities focusing on fall leaves and acorns. One 
of our recent math papers was titled, ÒWe are 
ÔFallingÕ for Math!Ó I actually think we ALL are 
"falling" for math as we are getting used to our 
math routine and are really starting to enjoy our 
time together every morning. As the month 
progresses, we will have a lot of fun with some 
great pumpkin-centered math lessons. The 
children will be measuring the weight of many 
different pumpkins using both ounces and pounds 
(depending on the pumpkin!) In addition, we will 
be measuring the circumference of pumpkins and 
will be guessing how many seeds are in our 
pumpkins. Further, the children will do some 
challenging candy corn math and do adding at a 
caramel apple math center. We will learn the 
concept of rounding to the nearest ten, and tie 
this into our fall holidays, i.e., if Mrs. Kirby went 
trick-or treating and received 38 pieces of candy, 
ABOUT how many pieces of candy did she 
receive? Finally, we will continue working on our 
number sense, place value, and computation 
skills.

And although the leaves on the trees outside 
are changing, there is plenty of green in our 
classroom as our room resembles a tropical rain 
forest right now. We will definitely leave time 
this month for some rainforest-related math 
lessons. Next week we will be "monkeying 
around" quite a bit in math as we enjoy many 
activities and lessons relating to monkeys! The 
children will also continue to work in their 
Everyday Math Journals throughout the month.

Mrs. RichmanÕs Math Group
This month, we will finish our numeration 

unit by covering the topics of rounding, 
comparing numbers, Roman numerals, and 
positive and negative numbers. The students will 
get a chance to show what they've learned in a 
game of "Who Wants to be a Millionaire?" Next, 
we will move onto our computation unit. We will 
review addition and subtraction strategies and 
using regrouping. In addition to solving addition 
and subtraction problems with up to six digits, we 
will add three or more numbers, which will 
involve regrouping into the twenties and thirties. 
We will also go over some strategies to help 
learn multiplication and division basic facts. A 
note on homework: Your child should spend 
about 15 minutes on his or her math homework 
each night. If the homework assignment is 
finished quickly, the remainder of the math time 
should be spent practicing basic facts or working 
on the challenge worksheets in his or  her binder. 
If the homework takes longer than 15-20 
minutes, please write a note to let me know.

Ms. St. ClairÕs Math Groups
Middle School Math is looking great this 

mont. Students are shining on their tests right 
now. I am sure all did much better than they 
claim they did at home.

I am pleased to announce that Countryside 
School will be participating in the American 
Mathematics Competition (AMC) 8 contest this 
year. Many students have signed up, which is 
really wonderful. The contest entails a 40-minute 
multiple choice test to see who at Countryside is 
an ultimate math pro. The contest takes place 
on Tuesday, November 13, 2007. I am sending 
home a handout with more information about 
the contest this week if your son or daughter is 
participating.

Students, keep up with the good work in the 
world of math! Parents, it was a real pleasure to 
meet with many of you at conferences last week.

Mrs. WilkenÕs Math Group
October is the time to get to the point in 

math, as we begin our exploration of decimals. 
We began the month reviewing place value and 
comparing decimals. We are continuing our 
study, by using decimals in addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division. Our class will again 
use agriculture as we compare and evaluate the 
Illinois corn crop and  learn about large numbers 
and scientific notation. We will conclude our 
study of decimals reviewing the metric system.



Middle School
LWW

It's October--what a great month to kick 
through a pile of colorful leaves, munch on a 
Granny Smith apple, and cuddle up in a blanket 
with a book! Remember that middle schoolers 
(and adults, for that matter) are never too old for 
reading aloud. Consider taking turns reading a 
book aloud with your child at bedtime. Or get two 
copies of a book and read (silently) at the same 
time as your child so that you can talk about the 
story together.

Sixth grade news:  Have you met Norman, the 
middle school monkey who travels the globe? In 
cooperation with social studies classes, sixth 
grade LWW students have been writing friendly 
letters to acquaintances all over the world (on 
NormanÕs behalf, of course). In return, we hope 
Norman will soon receive postcards from a 
plethora of  interesting people and places! Check 
out NormanÕs world map in the social studies 
classroom in the coming weeks to see the results 
of this fun project.

As they begin to learn more about todayÕs 
world, sixth graders are also considering the world 
of the future as they read Lois LowryÕs Newbery-
award winning novel, The Giver. Already they are 
quite captivated by the idea of a perfect society. 
While they have not yet encountered the darker 
side of the idyllic community in which the novel 
is set, adept readers are beginning to see definite 
hints of it. Students who have seen The Truman 
Show will be especially interested to see the 
parallels between Jonas's world and Truman's. 
Neither world is quite what it seems.

Students will finish the novel unit by 
rewriting the ending of The Giver to fit their own 
personal visions. These papers require a great 
deal of thought about the novel, its characters, 
setting, symbols, and themes. The papers are 
invariably fascinating to read. I'm looking 
forward to the task!
 
Seventh/eighth grade news:  One day last 
year while we were reading an essay about 
bilingual education, I asked my sixth-grade class 
how many of them spoke a second language at 
home. I knew that several of the students 
probably did so, but I was astonished when over 
half the class raised their hands! The diversity of 

cultures represented at Countryside School is one 
of our greatest assets. In appreciation of this, the 
seventh and eighth grade classes are spending this 
month reading multicultural fiction and poetry. 
Students are currently immersed in A Step from 
Heaven, the story of a young Korean girl who 
comes to live in America and faces countless 
challenges in her journey to young adulthood.  As 
they read, students are writing double-column 
journal entries in which they connect the novel 
to other noteworthy literary works, themselves, 
and the world. In addition, this month students 
are presenting book talks on multicultural novels 
and memoirs of their own choosing. Later, they 
will reflect upon their roots as they write 
ÒWhere IÕm FromÓ poems modeled after a 
moving poem by George Ella Lyons. 

Enjoy the brisk October days. Happy 
reading!

Mary Breault     

Social Studies
We are looking forward to an exciting 

month in Social Studies! Our Ancient 
Civilizations class will begin an exploration of 
the Cradle of Civilization through study of 
geography, mythology, economics, and social 
structures. Sixth grade students continue to hone 
note-taking skills throughout this unit. The class 
will also enter into primary source analysis with a 
critical look to the laws and social implications 
of Hammurabi's Code. All of these activities will 
get us ready for our second termÕs quiz of the 
year. The end of the month will find us exploring 
the early civilizations of India and preparing for 
our India museum project.

The twentieth-century is right around the 
corner for students in ÒU.S. and the World.Ó 
October finds us thoroughly entrenched in late-
nineteenth century American life and ready to 
explore progressive responses to the Gilded Age. 
This exploration will take us to cities and rural 
spaces of the United States as well as to spaces 
beyond the country's borders. Students will also 
be embarking upon our first project. Our 
Progressive People project involves independent 
research, argumentative narrative and a tea 
party. (Yes, a tea party!) Acting as historical 
figures, students will debate the best responses to 
the problems of the Gilded Age in a most 
civilized fashion: over tea.

Michele OÕBrien



Science
I am so proud of our studentsÕ performance 

this month. They created amazing brochures in 
which every student focused on a different 
element in the periodic table. Each student also 
learned the chemical symbol for 26 common 
elements. Their performance on the History of 
Chemistry test was impressive, too.  

We recently finished a series of experiments 
that focused on observation and evidence that a 
chemical reaction had taken place. After 
studying an exothermic reaction involving 
calcium chloride, baking soda, and phenol red, in 
groups the students designed their own 
experiments to answer questions that they had. 

Next, our study of chemistry took us to the 
topic of the pH scale, acids and bases, and 
indicators. Students learned how scientists use 
different materials to determine pH. We used pH 
paper, red and blue litmus paper and natural 
indicators like tea and cabbage juice. We saw 
some great color changes that brought about 
many oohs and aahs.

Students are currently learning about the 
structure of atoms and how they bond with other 
elements. We used a hands-on product called 
ÒMolecule MakerÓ to help the students truly 
conceptualize how and why elements combine to 
make molecules. They learned how to count 
atoms in a compound and to balance chemical 
equations using the Law of Conservation of 
Matter.

All of this work will lead to a lot of 
experimenting featuring the four basic types of 
chemical reactions 

Our trimester challenge, The Great 
Countryside Paper Airplane Contest, will occur 
on October 24.

Marty Stambaugh

Art
October is proving to be a fun and creatively 

diverse month for all of my art classes! In the 
2/3 class this month we are working on our 
paintings inspired by the Aboriginal people of 
Australia, making totem poles inspired by the 
Northwest Indian Tribes of the United States and 
Canada, exploring Fall with pen and ink drawings, 
and illustrating a story each student creates on 
his own. These are inspired by the work of artist 
Norman Rockwell.

The 4/5 students will be discussing the 
famous artist and inventor Leonardo Da Vinci 
and drawing their own unique inventions inspired 
by his sketches. This month we will also make 
corn husk dolls inspired by the Native American 
and early settlers in the United States. Students 
will interact and create gesture drawings of each 
other. Then they will discuss and explore realism 
vs. abstraction as it relates to art, creating two 
paintings based on each.

During the month of October, the 8th grade 
class is exploring Native American Art, portrait 
drawing, sculpture, and logo design. The students 
discussed Native American Art and its utilitarian 
purpose. We looked at items made by various 
Native Tribes and discussed how items were 
made, what they were made of, and how colored 
inks and dyes were made from natural items. 
Students are taking inspiration from Native 
American pottery to design and paint dried 
gourds. The 8th grade will also work on portrait 
drawing this month, learning how to capture the 
basic proportions of the face on paper. Students 
will discuss sculpture and the different methods 
and materials used to create three-dimensional 
items. Each student will draw and then sculpt his 
or her own unique fictional animal out of white 
clay. Students will be encouraged to combine 
features from two or three animals into one new 
animal. Each piece will be hand painted by the 
students. The 8th grade class chose to design 
personal logos for its final project. We will 
discuss the principles of designing a good logo, 
and each student will work on a series of sketches 
before completing his or her design by hand.

Katrina S. Widholm

Foreign Languages
Spanish

I'm hearing that some K/1's are teaching 
their parents our Spanish songs at home! We're 
having fun with numbers games as well. First 
graders are also learning vocabulary to go with 
their rain forest unit. The 2nd and 3rd graders 
have mastered classroom objects, and 3rd graders 
are exploring maps, globes, and some geography 
terms along with a song identifying Spanish-



speaking countries. Both groups of students are 
also learning plant and animal vocabulary while 
they study those subjects in science class. 

The 4th graders are reviewing weather 
expressions. Parents might hear a song about 
that at home, too. Students are also going to be 
talking about what they like and don't like to do 
and learning how to use infinitives. The 5th 
graders have been reviewing with some help from 
the text videos and CD audio activities. They'll 
be moving on to describing locations, using the 
verb estar, and expressing plurals of nouns, 
articles, and adjectives they use in their 
descriptions. The Middle School 1B class is 
talking about food, always a popular topic. 
Students will continue their verb study with -er  
and -ir verbs, and ser. Middle School 2 class is 
talking about leisure activities, extending and 
responding to invitations, and expressing when 
something is going to happen in the future. 
Finally, at the end of the month all classes will be 
learning about El Día de los Muertos and how it 
is celebrated. It will be a busy October!

Hasta luego,
Se–ora McWilliams

Latin
Salvete omnes,

First, I'd like to thank all the Countryside 
parents and faculty for the warm welcome I've 
received this year. I'm having fun and learning a 
lot, and I believe the kids are, too. I've really 
enjoyed getting to know all the students. 

For 5th graders and Middle Schoolers, these 
first weeks have mainly been occupied with 
review of Latin grammar and syntax with the 
goal of establishing a baseline in the textbook 
from which we can proceed in a more organized 
fashion. The Middle School Latin I & Ic students 
just had their first test, and the Middle School 

Latin II and the 4th and 5th graders will be 
having their first tests soon. 

I've also learned how to use Countryside's 
video equipment along with my own laptop, and 
with these we have made our first forays to see 
the ancient sights at Rome and Pompeii via 
Google Earth, which I've supplemented with my 
own photos from my trip to Italy this last 
summer. All the students really enjoyed this. 
We'll be doing more of this activity in the future. 

As well, I will be integrating more Classical 
(Western) Civilization lessons into the 

curriculum. This will include Greek and Roman 
myth, history, religion, culture, etc., which will 
help break up the (at times) tedious task of 
memorizing vocabulary, grammatical forms, and 
morphology (all the different forms a Latin noun 
and verb can have). 

I'm looking forward to our upcoming 
months, and I'm excited about being a part of 
every student's personal growth as we learn more 
about the language and culture of the ancient 
Romans--neither of which came to an abrupt end 
on any particular day in history, but rather 
evolved to shape the environment in which we 
all live and work today.

Velete,
Karl Goetze

Chinese
If your child is in the Kindergarten Chinese 

class, I hope you're not tired of hearing him/her 
sing Happy Birthday in Chinese! The students 
are enthusiastic about the songs we're learning, 
which also include Two Tigers, Dragonfly, and 
Numbers. In the other grades, we've been 
counting our way to 100 and learning how to use 
appropriate greetings at different times of the 
day. Our students are learning how to say their 
first and last name in Chinese, and are 
introducing themselves in complete sentences.  
They are also learning how to describe the 
members of their family. We've been moving 
quickly through a variety of activities designed to 
help students develop basic conversation skills. 
The third grade and middle school Chinese 2 
classes are reading advanced texts in Chinese, 
with the help of audio books, and are writing 
more regularly and richly.  

As you know, we've been getting ready for 
the Moon Festival performance at the Foellinger 
Auditorium on Saturday, October 13, at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free, and we've reserved 60 seats for 
Countryside! We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Sho-Yin Chen-Berry

Music
This fall season finds us busy with a variety 

of activities. To correlate with the World Series, 
we recently played Rhythm Baseball, and I'm 
thrilled to see my batters "hitting" complex 
rhythm patterns including triplets and sixteenth 
notes. We'll be listening to some spooky classical 



music, singing songs of the season, and moving 
around the room with colorful leaves and 
streamers.

Another focus is our upcoming Theme Week 
program where we'll be presenting songs about 
"RESPECT." The three songs we're learning 
evoke a wide range of feelings and may become 
lifelong reminders of what it means to treat 
others with respect. Join us on Friday, the 26th, 
for class presentations and musical reminders 
concerning our theme.

Kim File

Physical Education
This has been a great start to the year. All 

P.E. classes have been playing hard and giving it 
their all. I can only hope this trend continues 
throughout the school year. We have been 
playing some fun games, and we are wrapping up 
the Volleyball and Football units. Our next unit is 
Soccer! I have put our Middle School Fit Club 
through some new and fun exercises and 
competitions. Our sports program is going very 
strong. We have many younger students trying 
out soccer and volleyball. They may not be 
playing a ton, but they are learning from the 
older students. Our present and future looks 
bright in the sports world!

Josh Clark

Moventure
Theme Week 2007:  ÒRESPECTÓ

During Theme Week this year we will focus 
on ÒRESPECT.Ó Each day the students will have 
the opportunity to examine this important 
character trait through stimulating and thought-
provoking activities, discussions and special 
guests. Theme Week will be held on October 22 - 
26.  
Monday Respect Yourself and Others
Tuesday Respect Seniors and Animals
Wednesday Respect Family 
Thursday Respect Our Country and the 

World
Friday Respect Celebration with Songs 

and Moventures

Look for upcoming information about our 
special celebration on Friday, October 26. Here is 
a sneak-preview:

K/1 Respect the Rainforest (moventure)
2/3 Respect the Native American Indian 

Culture and Harvest (moventure)
4/5 Respect Friendships (instruments, 

singing, and lyrical dance presentation)
6-8 Respect our Country and World 

(moventures, narration, and singing)

Pinocchio--A Character Study of 
ÒRESPECTÓ

Coinciding with Theme Week is a special 
program to be presented by the 7th grade 
Performing Arts class on Wednesday, October 
24, at 1:30 p.m. and 7:00 pm. Students will 
present ÒPinocchio,Ó a story that lends itself to 
the entire theme of RESPECT. After the 
performance, the entire school will be part of a 
panel discussion that examines all the 
temptations that Pinocchio endured and what 
character traits helped shape him into a real boy!

Chris Lukeman

Extended Day
Autumn has finally arrived, and with it 

comes our usual reminder for parents to send 
their children to school with weather-appropriate 
clothing. It gets very windy at Countryside, so 
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves etc. are a must! All 
recesses (including those during school hours) are 
outside unless the weather reaches below 21 
degrees F. We hope we won't have to deal with 
that kind of weather for a while!

Extended Day students have been sprucing up 
the TeachersÕ Workroom and creating gorgeous 
works of art. Come check out our newest bulletin 
board--we're displaying our very unique jack-o-
lanterns.

On Friday, October 26, Extended Day will be 
hosting a carnival presented by a group of 
students from the University of Illinois. Carly 
Hermsdorf, one of Countryside's volleyball 
coaches, is leading this event. The carnival is 
open to students who have attended the 
Extended Day program this year, and all fees will 
apply. Children already slated to attend Extended 
Day on the 26th are automatically reserved a 
spot at the carnival. Please RSVP to Deanna: 
dbarthel@countrysideschool.org by Friday, 
October 19 if your child plans to attend. Space is 
limited.

    Deanna Barthel and Devin Richardson



Lost and Found
Help! We are only into the second month of 

the school year and already we have a mountain-
high pile of designer clothes, lunch boxes, and 
accessories. Please encourage your child to sift 
through the pile. Because of limited storage, we 
will be RELIEVED to unite owners with lost 
items or HAPPY to donate these to charity!

Thank you to:
¥ Our Boxtop for Education volunteer--
Jennifer Bernhard!
¥ Eric Bina for hours and hours of computer 
help.
¥ Earle Heffley for helping with Mrs. WebberÕs 
computer.
¥ Sandra Piester for helping to set up the 
Scholastic Book Fair.
¥ Rachel Gandhi for serving as parent 
volunteer for the chess club each week!
¥ Greg Muchnik for his help with the website.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                        Faculty
Cathie Webber, Head of School
Susan Richardson, Director of Student Program & 

Services
Binky Bognár, Administrative Assistant
Vivian Carpenter, Business Manager
Judy Kaplan, Director of Admissions
Audrey LeGrande, Director of Development
Arin Cox, Kindergarten Primary Contact 
Stacy Kirby, First Grade Primary Contact
Ana Dillman, Second Grade Primary Contact
Dawn Richman, Third Grade Primary Contact
Sharon Henson, Fourth Grade Primary Contact
Kathy Eckstein, Fifth Grade Co-Primary Contact
Janet Brickey, Fifth Grade Co-Primary Contact

Announcements
Countryside Night at Huff Gym

Please join us at Huff Gym on Friday, 
October 19, at 7 p.m., as the Illini WomenÕs 
Volleyball Team takes on Penn State. Please be 
in your seats by 6:45. Countryside has a reserved 
section right behind the Illini bench on the floor. 
Look for Mrs. Lukeman to direct you to your 
seat. Bring your family and friends to this truly 
exciting event. Be sure to wear Countryside 

clothing! 
Tickets are only $1.00 per person and can 

still be purchased up until 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 
October 15. Just send your money with a note to 
Mrs. Lukeman. I will order the tickets on 
Monday afternoon (October 15) and send them 
home in your childÕs family folder on Friday 
(October 19). Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. The seats are not reserved, so you can 
sit anywhere in our section! We look forward to 
a fun evening! Go, Illini!

Chris Lukeman

Box Tops for 
Education

Please keep those box tops coming , and 
weÕll keep counting them for Countryside!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

and Staff
Mary Breault, MS Literature/Writing, Team Leader
Marty Stambaugh, MS  Science 
Michele O’Brien, MS Social Studies
Natalya St. Clair, MS Math
Lois Wilken, Math
Gail McWilliams, Spanish 
Karl Goetze, Latin
Sho-Yin Chen-Berry, Chinese
Katrina Widholm, Art
Kim File, Music
Josh Clark, Physical Education
Deanna Barthel, Director of Extended Day; Lunch and 

Playground Supervisor
Becky Kasten, Lunch Supervisor
Devin Richardson, Extended Day Assistant 


