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Elementary School 
Arin Cox - Kindergarten - graduated from Central High School in Champaign and received her Bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education from Illinois State University.  She worked for five years as our 1st grade 
co-teacher with Mrs. Kirby and is now in her tenth year as our Kindergarten teacher.  She and her husband 
live in Champaign with their two sons. 
 

Stacy Kirby - 1st grade - began teaching at Countyside in 1993.  She graduated from Centennial High School 
in Champaign and received her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from Valparaiso University. Mrs. 
Kirby minored in Reading and is a Reading Specialist. She has completed Gifted Levels I and II training and is 
a Certified Junior Great Books Leader.  She and her husband are proud parents of a 7th grader at 
Countryside and a Countryside alumna. 
 
Maya Payne - 2nd grade - received her B.S. in Education with a concentration in English from Eastern Illinois 
University.  Originally from Louisiana, she student-taught 5th grade at Leal Elementary School in Urbana and 
has previous experience as both a preschool teacher and as a tutor in Louisiana.  Mrs. Payne spent five 
years teaching 5th grade at Countryside before moving to 2nd grade this year.  She is the proud parent of 
three children, including a daughter in 3rd grade at Countryside. 
 
Maureen Beyt - 3rd grade - has a B.S. in Elementary Education from Loyola University, New Orleans, with 
additional certification in Early Childhood Growth & Development. She had begun her Master's degree in 
Curriculum & Instruction concentrating in Elementary Math when Hurricane Katrina hit her city.  Mrs. Beyt 
has taught 2nd and 3rd grade since graduating from college in 2003. She taught 3rd grade at an independent 
school in New Orleans and 2nd grade at Countryside since 2008. This year she “moved up” to teach 3rd 
grade. She and her husband are the proud parents of two little boys.  
 
Marci Kyung - 4th grade - grew up in Champaign and attended the University of Illinois, obtaining a 
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She is now in her sixth year of teaching at Countryside School 
after student-teaching kindergarten and 5th grade at two other local schools.  Mrs. Kyung spent five years 
teaching 3rd grade at Countryside before moving to 4th grade this year. 
 

Grace Woodcock - 5th grade - taught 2nd grade for five years in Charleston, Illinois before starting at 
Countryside.  She graduated with a Bachelor’s degree from Illinois State University in Elementary Education 
with middle school endorsement in both math and language arts, and she received her Master’s degree 
from Eastern Illinois University in Elementary Education.  She has been working with elementary students 
since she was in junior high when she used to volunteer in her former 1st grade teacher’s classroom. 
 
 
Middle School 
Chris Antonsen - Literature and Writing Workshop - has a B.A. in English with an emphasis in Rhetoric from 
the University of Illinois, an M.A. in Folklore Studies from Western Kentucky University, and a PhD in English 
from Ohio State University with joint emphases in Folklore Studies and American Literature. He has been a 
college professor, the founding managing editor of a small academic publishing house, projects manager 
and grants writer for the National Foreign Languages Resource Center, a web-delivered database 
developer, and a scout leader.  Mr. A is the proud parent of two Countryside alumni. 
 
Brian Chapp - Math - graduated from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania with a B.S. in Physics, 
and from Michigan Technological University with a certificate to teach physics and mathematics.  He spent 



a summer at the University of Rochester integrating a Mott spin-detector, hemispherical energy analyzer, 
and ultra-high vacuum chamber via computer control.  In addition to teaching middle school math, he is 
also our MATHCOUNTS coach.   

 
Rich Morton - Social Studies - has a Bachelor’s degree in History with Secondary Education and an M.A. in 
Education Policy from the University of Illinois.  He came to Countryside five years ago after returning from 
teaching 6th grade at Modern Knowledge Schools in Juffair, Bahrain, where he taught World History and 
Reading and coached boys’ volleyball.  In addition to teaching middle school Social Studies, he is also 
Countryside’s girls’ basketball and volleyball coach.  
 
Tara Negrón-Santiago - Math - grew up in Puerto Rico.  She has a B.S. in Computational Mathematics from 
the University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras and an M.S. in Applied Mathematics from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  She has worked as a teaching assistant for calculus and several math courses 
geared towards aspiring elementary school teachers.  In addition, Ms. Negrón-Santiago has worked as an 
SAT instructor and as a pre-calculus and calculus tutor. 
 
Marty Stambaugh - Science - taught middle school Science at Urbana Middle School for nine years and 
served as the on-site coordinator for University of Illinois secondary education students who were student 
teaching at UMS.  Having completed 22 graduate credits beyond her M.Ed., Ms. Stambaugh has taken 
advantage of numerous workshops, seminars, and courses to develop her interests in science education 
and related areas, as well as conducting various workshops herself. This is her nineteenth year at 
Countryside and twenty-ninth year in teaching. 
 
 
Specialty Teachers 
Gloria Arizaga - Spanish (kindergarten – middle school) - is originally from Mexico City, Mexico, and moved 
to the United States in 2001. She received her Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the Escuela de 
Periodismo "Carlos Septién García" and Associated Degree on Public Policies from the Instituto Nacional de 
Administración Pública de Queretaro. She is currently a freelance writer specializing in Economy and 
Finance for CNN’s Expansión magazine and worked previously as a reporter and editor for daily 
newspapers. For nine years she was the coordinator of Nuevos Horizontes, a Spanish-language radio 
program produced by the University of Illinois Extension, where she also developed an oral comprehension 
course for Spanish AP students in high school. In addition to being a Spanish tutor for several years, she 
taught Spanish as a Second Language for K-8th grade for three years prior to joining Countryside. 
 
Eileen Chen - Chinese (Kindergarten – middle school) - is a native speaker of Mandarin Chinese.  She 
completed her B.A. at Tamkang University, Taiwan, and holds an M.S. in Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL) from Nazareth College, Rochester, NY.  She earned a certification of Advanced 
Study and an M. Ed. In Human Resource Education from the University of Illinois. In addition, Mrs. Chen 
holds a certification of TESOL from the University of California, Irvine.  Mrs. Chen taught Chinese in Chinese 
schools in California, New York, and Illinois, and she taught English as a foreign language at schools in 
Taiwan.  Mrs. Chen has twice been awarded an excellent teacher award by the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office. Her youngest son is in middle school at Countryside, and she hopes to go back to teach 
languages in underprivileged areas of China after she retires. 
 
Amy Chesser - Creative Drama and Performing Arts - after receiving her Bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia in theater performance and political science, Mrs. Chesser continued her 
studies in theater presentation at Georgetown University while working for a United States Senator from 
Missouri.  She moved to Champaign and pursued her Master’s degree in theater history from the University 
of Illinois and a second Bachelor’s in education from Illinois State University.  Mrs. Chesser has taught both 
English and American Government at Centennial High School while coaching the speech team and has 
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home-schooled her own children (and a few more) for ten years.  Her youngest is now a 5th grader at 
Countryside. 

Julia Hartman - Music - originally from Indianapolis, Mrs. Hartman came to Illinois to attend Millikin 
University in Decatur. Her major was music education with a vocal emphasis, but she also played viola in 
the Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra. She began teaching music at Gifford Grade School and taught 
there for seven years. Mrs. Hartman received her Master's degree in music education from Illinois State 
University. She and her husband live in Urbana with their two sons.  

Whitney McComas - Latin (4th grade-middle school) - graduated from the U of I with both her B.S. in 
Classics with a concentration in Latin and her M.A. in Classics with a specialization in Latin. While pursuing 
her Masters in teaching, she was recognized by her university students for excellence in teaching. Ms. 
McComas student-taught at Victor Andrew High School in Tinley Park, has tutored Latin, and has taught 
summer language camp for children ages 9-12 at the University of Illinois. Ms. McComas is in her fourth 
year teaching at Countryside. 
 
Katrina Widholm - Visual Arts - received her B.F.A. in Graphic Design/Visual Communications and her 
M.F.A. in Interaction Design from the University of Kansas.  She returned to family and the Champaign area 
after living and teaching in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for three years.  She previously taught at the University 
of Kansas, Robert Morris College, the American Academy of Art, and the British American School.  Ms. 
Widholm has also worked as a professional designer focusing on graphic design, website design and 
multimedia for the past twenty years. This is her tenth year teaching at Countryside. 
 
Shane Woodcock - Athletic Director and Physical Education - earned his B.S. in Physical Education from 
Eureka College and M.S. in Sports Administration from Eastern Illinois University. Prior to coming to 
Countryside, Mr. Woodcock spent two years teaching 1st grade through 3rd grade PE in Charleston, Illinois. 
While there Mr. Woodcock coached high school boys’ tennis and co-led a running program for 3rd – 6th 
grade boys through the Mattoon YMCA. Mr. Woodcock coaches Countryside’s boys’ basketball team, 
assists with the coed soccer team, and coaches the track club.   
 

 
 

Head of School 
Stephanie Harman - With more than fifteen years in education, Stephanie Harman is in her second year as 
our Head of School. She previously spent four years as Head of Middle School at Maumee Valley Country 
Day School in Toledo, OH. She graduated with a BS in Elementary Education from Eastern Michigan 
University and obtained her MS in Science Education at Walden University, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Prior to serving as Head of Middle School, Mrs. Harman taught Middle School Science and served as Science 
Department Chair at Maumee Valley. She also served as an Elementary Science Lab teacher in Michigan 
previously and has explored environmental challenges in the Galapagos Islands through the Toyota 
International Teachers Program. Mrs. Harman is a frequent conference and seminar presenter on 
technology in the classroom – including presenting Technology in the 21st Century Classroom: It’s NOT 
about the Apps at the Independent Schools Association of Central States (ISACS) annual conference. 

 

  

 


